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THE 


PREFACE. 


T was a Saying of the Fewiſh: wiſe 
j men, He that contemns the Feaſts, 
or the ſacred Conventions , (of 
which the Paſsover was the chief) and 
he who maketh void the Covenant of: 
Aoraham our Father (which was Cir- 
cxmciſion) there is no portion for him 
in the World to come. A Saying wor- 
* thy their conſideration who deſpiſe things 
ſacred, whether the holy Afﬀſemblies, or 
the holy Sacraments. Correſpondent 
whereunto is that expreſſion of one of our 
own men, who tells us, Thatto neglect 
the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 
hath more of evil and danger in it, 
than people do uſually think of ; Far, 
I. It is next to the diſowning of 
Chriſtianity, or not profeſſing our 
{elves to be ChriſtPs Diſcip:es. 2. It 
Is a cutting our ſelyes off from the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt, an openDeclaratisn that 
we have no. Communion with him ; 
A'2 and 
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and therefore as plain a confeſſion 
that we deſerve to be rejected and caſt 
off by him, for whom we have ſo little 
regard. Both which Sayings do evident- 
ly declare the ſence of their Authors as 
zo the neceſſity of Sacraments, and ſacred 
Conventions. 

Theſe Sayings have ſo much of weight 
in them, not only from the Authority of 
their Authors, but alſo from thoſe rea- 
ſons upon which they are founded, that 
20 man will have cauſe to wonder. when 1] 


» 


rell him, that at firſt ſight, 1 was very” 


much affetted with them. 

But when I had ſeriouſly ccnſidered 
the Inſtitutien of the ſacred Euchariſt, 
or Supper of the Lord, and deliberately 
weiohed the word of command which at- 
zends it, I could not but ſtand aſtoniſhed 
ro obſerve the ſlight and neglet# which 
people uſually put upon it. 

T his deeply engaged my thoughts fer 
ſome time, and lk me mighty deſirous 
to diſcover the reaſon, and if poſſivle, to 
find out ſome ſutable remedy. To this 
end I ſes my {elf ſeriouſly to obſerve the 
deſign of the Author and Inflituter of thi 
holy Feaſt, and upon the moſt diligent 


ſearch, and exatteſt ſcrminy that I could |, 


make, 


— —— — 
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make, could find nothing intended by him, | 


but only the good of Mankind. I examiwd 
the thing it ſelf, and could diſcover no- 
thing therein, but what had a real ten- 
dency to mans happineſs. | 

T heard God, by his Ambaſſadors, the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel with all the kind- 


neſs and earneſtneſs imaginable, inviting 


and perſwading men thereunto;, and I 
ſaw men, with all the averſion, ſcorn 
and contempt poſſible, refuſe the kindneſs: 
that was offered, and rejett the invitation - 
that was given them. T ſaw a Table 


ſpread, a rich Feaſt provided, and no-- 


thing wanting but the Gueſts to ſit down, 
aad I beheld thoſe who were invited, anda: 
who ought thankfully to have received fo: 
great a favour, ſtand off, and keep at as- 


great a diſtance, as if there had been re-- 


ally Mors in Olla, Death in the Pot, or 


ſome deadly poyſon in the Bread and: 


Wine which was offered to them. 
This ſurpriſed me ſo, that Iftood ama-- 


zed, and could not be at quier till I had: 
found out the cauſe of this rude behavi-- 


or. This pnt me upon being more Curt- 


05 and inquiſitive than before ;, And at” 
laſt I efpied two evil Dzmons larking in” 
their ſecret Corners, viz. 1 gnorance and « 

:2 Prejudice; . 
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Prejudice , and. plainly found that they 
had been the occaſion of all this. 

To obviate therefore both theſe , by 
better inſtrutting the ignorance of ſome, 
and removing the prejudices of others, ;; 
tbe great buſineſs of this ſmall Treatiſe, * 
and was the only: deſign of the Authgr, 
And if in any meaſure it may prove ſey- 
wviceableto theſe great and good ends, Lt 
God bave the glory of it. 

Did men truly know, what it 15 tobe 
admwted gueſts at God®s Table, to baw 
the honour not only to feaſt with him, but 
feaſt upon him ;, that it 15 none of thoſe 
common mercies, which are equally fhar'd 
among the ſons of men ;, but a priviledge 
peculiar only to the followers of the hol 
Feſus. That man as man bath no right 
thereunto, but a be is a Chriſtian man, 
one Tho hath embraced the Faith, and 
ſubmitted himſelf to the Goſpel of Chriſ 
Feſwus. Did all wha pretend to Chriſtians 
ty truly know this, how much would they 
value themſelves upon that account ? Hos 
fly may that of the Poet be appiyed 
JR 

—— O fortunatos.bona ſi ſua norint! 
How happy are Chriſtians, if thy 
knew their own happineſs ! 


But: 


> 


mere — — 
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y But alas ! how little 1s this underſtood ? 
or if at all, how little 15 it valued by any 
y of them ? Certainly-were men ſo ſenſible 


Ct }©}]}]'CYGYSCC_——_—___—____ 


e of their own happineſs, as one would think. 
ir they ought to be;, we ſhould not need ſo 
t,” earneſtly, and yet ſo unſucceſsfully ,, to 
r, invite them to this boly Feaſt, as uſually 
y- we do. They would with leſs r:Inuftancy, 
tt, - and more readineſs embrace, and with 

greater Reverence and Devotion uſe ſuch 
be opportunities. With: what longing - de- 


wv. fires, and greedy appetites would they re- 
cerve them ? With what care and caution 


ſe would they fit and prepare themſelves to 


"aq be preſent at ſo great and glorious an en- 
toe tertainment ? | Then would they employ all 
oly their thoughts, and all their time, ſo to 
ht deck and adorn their Souls, that nothing 
an, might appear unhandſome or unſeemly; 
and » either in them or about them, when they 


rif come into the preſence of the holy Feſwus ;, 
mn Then would they cloth themſelves . with 


hey Faith and Charity as with a garment ,and 
Jon having with tears of true and unfeigned 
1 repentance bewaiPd the miſcarriages of 

their by-paſt lives, they would with reſo- 
int! Intions of better ovedience for the future, 


the) «ud grateful achnowledaments - for the 


Preſent opportunity , addreſs thernſelves 
But: thereunto. Bus. 


mm 
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But it is too ſad atruth, The name of 
Chriſtian makes a great noiſe intheWorld, 
whilſt the power and life of ChriStianity 
is. almoſt (I wiſh 1 might not ſay altoge. 
ther) loſt among us. There are mated 4 


great many Chriſtians but little Chriſtia. + 


nity left in the World. It is ſtoried of Dio- 
genes, that he went with a Candle and 
Lanthorn at Noon day. to ſearch for an 
honeſt man in Athens ; and ſo may we tos 
(and I am afraid- loſe our labour as he 
did) to ſearch for a true Chriſtian among 
the crowd of thoſe who call themſelves by 
that name. Shall we call him a Chriſtian, 
whoſe unchriſtian prattices contraditt bis. 
pretenſions thereunto ? mho denies obedi- 
ence to the- Laws of Chriſi”s Kingdom, 
and declines all opportunities of approving 
bimſelf ſuch an one ? 

The Celebration of the Lords Supper, 
is @ buſineſs of our bleſſed Saviour?s onn 
Inſtitution, whoſe command we have, not 
only to do it, but to do it often; and yet all 
this notwithſtanding , bow few are there 
who ſeem t have any value and eſteem 
for ut ? Some ſcruple and ſay,they are there 
not ready; but never take care to prepare 
themſelves for it. Others pretend they are 
hindgred. by Worldly buſineſs, and yet are 

readieht 
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readier to engage in more,than to rid their 
hands of any they have already. But the 
far greater part do utterly ſlight and neg- 
left it, as a thing not worthy their time 
and thoughts. I appeal to all ſober Chri- 
ſtians , whether this be not the caſe of 
Chriſtianity at this day ? and if fo, how 
ſadg ſymptom tis it of its decay and lan- 
eniſhment £ 
To prevent which, what better expedi- 
ent can we find out, than to teach men the 
true worth an! value of Religion, and 
perſwade them to entertain a regard and 
eſteem for it, ſutable to the dignity there- 
of. But becauſe general diſcourſes, 
though never fo reels * 
ſeldom prove very effettual ;, not for any 
defett in them, but for want of a due ca- 
pacity in thaſe to whom they are delivered, 
who being for the moſt part either igno- 
rant or prejudicate perſons, or cannot. or 
will not apply them to the particular in- 
ftances and duties of their Reli ton. 

For this reaſon 1 have fix?d my thoughts 
upon one great and neceſſary duty, VIL. 
Receiving the Sacrament of the Lords 
SuPPer. A thing, which by the command 
of Chrift, we ſtand oblizcd to do, and do 
of ten in remembrance of him. Wherein 
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the dying love of the bleſſed Teſus is |, 
lively repreſented to us, as Cannot chu 
but mightily affett our minds. Can we 
think of what he hath done and /uffere 
for us, and yet be wanting in thoſe dit- 


ful returns, and grateful acknowledge - 


ments that are due to him? Can We be- 
hold thoſe wounds that onr ſins have gun 
him, without a tranſportation of mind, 
and an holy indignation againſt our ſelves 
for 1t ? Can we ſee him in his gore blood 
praying, intreating and beſeeching us1 


be reconciled to him, without melting m-' 


to tears, and humbling our ſelves in dif 
and aſhes ? 

'To make men inloue with therr Relogr 
on, and particularly with this great and 
almoſt neglefed part of it, was my deſign 
mn firſt framing this Diſcourſe ;” and fir 


this very end have I ſuffered it to lot, ; 


abroad, and do humbly and heartily pray, 
that God Almighty would ſecond my 
fion with bis bleſſing ,, and make it ſer- 
viceable to men for their good. 

T have all along induſtriouſly avoided 
thoſe knotty controverſies which have 
made fo much noiſe in the World about 
this Sacrament ,, looking upon them 


things fitter to amuſe than edify. 1 have 
endeavoured 
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endeavoured to entertain my Reader, not 
with words., but matter ;, not with Rheto- 
rical flouriſhes, but plain truth. T have 
endeavonred to repreſent this holy Sacra- 
ment in its native and primitive dreſs, 
to acquaint my Reader , with the true, 
plain, and genuine notion of it, without 
the additions of Popiſh Superſtition and 
Idelatry on the one hand, or Fanatical 
miſconceivings and miſrepreſentations on 
the other. I have laboured to eaſe the 
minds of men of thoſe fears and jealou- 
fies, thoſe ſcruples, doubts and objettions, 
which they have been taught to make 
againſt their own happineſs. TI have 
furmſhed them with ſome rules which may 
dirett them in their preparation for this 
holy Feaſt. I have acquainted them how 
they ought to bebave themſelves when they 
are at Goas Table, and what will be ex- 
peted from them after they have been . 
there. And all this with the gregteſt 
Plainneſs in the World. 
| Thus, Reader, ts the ſubſtance of this 
little Book, which 1 now commit into t 
hands, only begging this of thee, That 
ro the YC.G1N; of t, thou wouldſi bring 
@ ſober and i:;nbiaſſed mind, veid of paſ- 
fron and prejudice, willing to be inform- 


ed, 
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4, and ready to embrace truth fo 
truths ſake ;, being deſiroms, not only 
know, but 45 ready to do thy duty when 
#s known. If I can but obtain this 
thee ,, I do not doubt but that by God) 
bleſſing upon thine and my Endeavour, - 
hou wilt find comfort and advantage 
it, Which that thou mayeſt do, now s, 
and ever (hall be the humble and bearh 
Prayer of the Author of 3t. 
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Paſtor. Ood Morrow,Neigh- 
m__ bour Pariſhiozer, 
pray which way are you travel- 
ling this Morning ? 
| B Pariſh- 
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Pariſhioner. A good Morning 
to you, M- Paſtor : by {o happily 
meeting with you, my Journey 1s 
at an end, for I was going to wait 
upon you. : 

Paſtor. Good Wits, they fay, 
will jump ſometimes, and ſo T fee 
will good intentions too, for my 
deſign was to make you a viſit 
this Morning. 

Pariſhioner. T thank you, good 
Mr. Paſtor, for your kind inten- 
tions, and pray let not my meet- 
ing with you divert them. 

Paſtor. T am not willing to lok 
the end of my Journey,nor would 
I have you loſe yours ; and there- 
fore when I know whether my ' 
going with you, or your going 
with me , will better ſerve the 
deſign of us both , I ſhall readily 
comply wirh either. 

Pariſhioner. T do not know,S1, 
what your deſign in coming t0 

me may be , though I am wel 
aſſured 


— 
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aſſured it muſt be good and kind ; 
but mine 1n coming to you, was 
not only to pay my relſpetts, but 
to receive a kindnels from you. 

Paſtor. I thank you for your 
Civility, and if it be in my pow- 
er to anſwer your deſires, you 
may reſt aſſured that I will not 
be wanting in my endeayours. 
You have nothing to do therefore 
but only to make known what 
kindneſs that 1s which you expeCt 
from me. 

Pariſhioner. That whichT have 
to deſire of you 1s a matter of 
great moment. It 1s the greateſt 
kindneſs that I can deſire of, or 
expett from , any one in this 
World. 

Paſtor. The greater the better, 
provided it be but in my power 


 todoit,and therefore ?pray be free 


to let me know it. 


Pariſhioner. Sir, You are placed 
here, by the appointment of Di- 
B 2 VIDC 
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vine Providence, as my Spiritual 
Guide, to inſtruct me 1n the true 
Worſhip of God, and direQ me 
in the right way to Heaven and 
Happineſs. 1 am to preſume that , 
your Lips preſerve Knowledge, 
and therefore at your Mouth I 
am to enquire for it. Your work, 
I know, 1s very great, and your 
charge weighty ; you ſtand char. 
ged with the Salvation of all our 
Souls. But as your concern 1s 
great, {0 ours cannot be little; 
Our Souls he at ſtake, it 1s our 
Salvation that is endeavoured,and 
therefore 1t 1s certainly our duty 
to do what we can in order there- 
unto ; which if we refuſe or neg- 
lect to do, all your endeavours, 
though never ſo great and good, 
will, as to us , prove vain and 
fruitleſs. I very well know, 
that it you faithfully diſcharge 
your duty,you may thereby pleak 
God, and ſave your own Soul; 


þut 


"I 
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but if we in the mean time neg- 
le& ours,notwithſtanding all your 
diligence , we may periſh, and 
our blood will be upon our own 
heads. Theſe thoughts for ſome 
time have very much troubled 
me , and I have long conſidered 
with my ſelf, what was beſt for 
me to do ; at length I found that 
all my hopes of happineſs, both 
here and hereafter, did depend 
upon my Religion, and that it I 
did not pioully anddevoutly ſerve 
and worſhip God , I could have 
no reaſon to expett either his bleſ- 
ſingand protection in this World, 
or to have any part in that blefled 
ſtate in the World to come. Now 
ſeeing Religion is a thing of ſo 
mighty concern to the Sons of 
men, there can be nothing ſurely, 
the knowledge whereof ought 


more to be defired and endea- 


voured. I have oftentimes there- 


ut: tore had it in my thoughts to 
B 3 walt 
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wait upon you, and to delire your 
direQion and inſtruction therein; 
and though hitherto ſomething or 
other hath always prevented me; 
yet finding of late one main duty of ' 
ourReligion,in a more than uſual 
manner preſſed upon us, and be- 
lieving that it did require our 
moſt ſober thoughts, and ſerious 
conſiderations ; this did revive 
and heighten my reſolution of 
waiting on you; But when I 
heard 1n publick your pious and 
charitable Declaration to all your 
People, how ready and willing, 
nay how glad you would be to 
{ſpend your time, in ſetting their 
- minds right in this great affair; 
I was thereby ſo encouraged, that 
I was impatient of any delay ; 
and upon that very account, and 
tor that very end, I was now 
coming to wait on you. 
Paſtor. And for this very end, 
I was now coming to viſit you i 
And: 


—_— TS 
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and I hope that good God who 
hath inſpired us both with the 
ſame thoughts, will bleſs both our 
deſigns, and make that commu- 
nication We are now about to en- 
ter upon,to be in the end of great 
comfort and advantage to us both. 
But this place not being altoge- 
ther fo convenient , I will defire 
you to walk to my Houſe, where 
we will retire into my Cloſet, and 
being there ſequeſtred from all 
noiſe and diſturbance , we may 
calmly and quietly debate be- 
tween our ſelves, whatſoever 1s 
thought fit to be propounded by 
either of us. 

Pariſhioner. 1 thank you, Mr.. 
Paſtor, tor your kind offer and in- 
vitation, and do willingly accept 
of it ; and I do aſſure you, that I 
come with a mind void of all paſ- 
lion and prejudice, ready prepa- 
red with all humility and meek- 
nels to. receive ſuch wholeſome 

B 4 1{tru- 


,. 


8 A Dialogue between 
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inſtructions as I hope to receive 
trom you. 

Paſtor. 1 am glad to find you 
in ſo good a temper, and that you 
have ſo great a ſenſe of Religion - 
and the duties of it. This gives 
me good hope , that before we 
part, we ſhall both of us have 
occaſion to bleſs God for this 
meeting. 

Pariſbioner. T am of that opi- 
nion too, Sir, and to that end do 
make it my hearty Prayer toGod, 
that he would be pleaſed to give 
tus bleſſing to what we go about. 

Paſtor. Well, Neighbour Px 
riſhioner , you are heartily wel. 
come, and the more welcome, 
becauſe you now viſit me upon 
lo pious and fo religious an ac- 
count. And though you tell me, 
that at this time you expett 4 
kindneſs from me, yet I moſt 
freely acknowledge , you do me 
the greateſt kindneſs ar 

or, 


— 
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For, you give me an opportunity 
to do good , and to do 1t in that 
place and ſtation which God hath 
appointed me. *Pray theretore it 
down , and conſider with your 
ſelf what you have to propound ; 
be free 1n it, and confidently ex- 
ped all the fober ſatisfaction I am 
able to give you. 

Pariſhioner. I oace more hear- 
tily thank you, Mr Paſtor, both 
for your welcome , and the free- 
dom you give me. TI have indeed 
much to ſay , and more than I 
think will be convenient at this 
time, TI confeſs I am too-too 1g- 
norant of my Religion, and there- 
fore ſhould be very defirous to be 
inſtructed in all the principles of 
it. But this I am ſenſible is a- great 
work , and will require both 
more txme, and more conſidera- 
tion than-this occaſional meeting 
and\diſcourſe-will admit of. Thar 
therefore which I fha!l aow con- 
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fine my {elf to; and defire to þe 
ih inſtructed in; is that great Ord. 
| nance which you: now invite us, 
to,. I mean the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. | 
| Paſtor. My good Neighbour, 
th There is- nothing either 1n this 
| particular, nor in any. other part 
of the Chriſtian Religion, which 
at:fit times-and-due ſeaſons I ſhall 
not: be always ready to inſtru 
you1n, to the utmoſt of my {mall 
abilities.. But ſince you confine 
your ſelf to one only inſtance at: 
| preſent, What is it, I pray, that 
þ you: {cruple at, or defire to be 
| better inftrufted in as to.that par-- | 
| ticular ? 

Pariſbioner: Sir, You have of 
late invited us to this great Feaſt, 
and- that with all the. earnzſtnels 
imaginable ; you: have told us, 
nl that.it 1s a duty. incumbent” upo 
1 us, and: that by. vertue of a- di- 
woe. command,. you have endea- 

| voured: 
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be voured to make out the great and 
d- indiſpenſible neceſſity of it. And 
us I do find that our Governours 
he both ia Church and State , by 

their SanQtions both Civil and Ec- 


Ur, clefiaſtical, do, what in them 1:- 
his eth, to entorce this command, and 
art exact from us the pertormance of 
ch this duty. Now, Sir, for my own 
all part, T muſt ingenuouſly acknow- 
ut ledge,that I cannot conceive what 
all delign or intereſt you can have to 
Ne impoſe a lie, a falſhood upon your 
/ at: people; to tell them that it 1s. 
hat commanded by God , it it were 
be not really ſo ; eſpecially when I 
aſy: conſider that the ſacred Records 
are 1n the hands of all men; and 
of: if it were not ſo, the folly and 
ſt, falſity of ſuch an aſſertion might 
els eaſily be detefted. Nor can I 
us, believe, that either God would 
om - Command it, or our Governours 
di- exact our compliance with , and 
” obedience to that command ; if 
[&0: It 
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It were not a thing both neceſſa- 
ry, good and fit to be done. But, 
Sir, we have been of late times 
taught by other Miniſters, that 
though it be a duty, yet it is a 
dangerous one ; who have ſo re- 
preſented the thing unto us as the 
moſt frightful Mormo , and the 
greateſt Bugbear in the World; 
who have given it ſuch a Chara- 
Qer, and put it into ſuch a drels, 
as if they had deſigned thereby 
not to allure and invite, but to 
deter and aftright men from ha- 
ving any thing to do with it. This 
I confeis hath very much puzled 
my mind, and nct only mine, but 
that of many others, who I hope 
are very. honeſt and well-meaning 
Chriſtians; This hath raiſed {uch 
a ftorm in the minds of men, as 
hath made them fo ſtaggering and 
unreſolved, {a fearful to do what 
perhaps they are fatisfed they 
ought to do. To take oft this 


trigit 
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[- fright therefore, and rettore my 
t mind to a calm, quiet, and peace- 
$ able temper again, I defire you 
it would inform my judgment in 
2 + the true nature and notion of this 
- holy Sacrament. 

(2 Paſtor. That I have of late, 
& | with great earneſtneſs, invited 
2 you to this holy Feaſt, and per- 
I- {waded you thereunto , as to a 


S, duty that is abſolutely and indiſ{- 
y penſibly neceſſary by vertue of 


0 the inſtitution and command of 

ho our blefſed Saviour. And that our 

is Governours both in Church and 

d State have taken cognizance of 

"8 the great neglect of this duty, and 

Xe are at this time very delirous to 

's reduce men to a right underſtand- 

-h 40g of this great Ordinance, and 

Is a retormation of their practice 

id touching the ſame, 1s all of it ve- li 

* ry true. But notwithſtanding " 

. their care, and our endeavours in ql 

115 obedience both to God and them; 1 ! 

t | YeL q | 
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yet we. find. people very averſe 
thereunto, mighty unwilling to 
do their duties, though it be their 
greateſt concern ſo to do. And 

probably this their backwardneſ; - 
may proceed from that very rea- 
ſon which you mention, v2. the 
inconſiderate raſhnelſs, and intem- 
rate zeal of ſome, who in the 
times of confuſion. have uſurped 
the Office of the Miniſtery, and 
either out of deſign, or ſor want 
of underſtanding, or both, have 
put ſuch a frighttul charatter up- 

on this holy Ordinance , as hath - 
unketled and diſtracted the minds 

of many well-meaning Chriſtians. . 
How much theſe men have to 
anſwer for, who by this means 
have broken the Communion,and. 
diſturbedthe peace of the belt re- 
formed.,. and moſt flouriſhing 
Chriſtian: Church in the whole 
World, they themſelves will one 
day find.. But I am: glad to find 
you. 
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you-ſo well inclined, as to deſire 


to have your Judgment better 1n- 
formed, that being the only true 
way to ſettle your mind, and re- 
ſtore it to a calm, quiet and peace- 
able temper again. 

To- ſatisfy therefore this-your 
ſo juſt and godly defire, I ſhall 
endeavour with all plainneſs to 
0_—_ you with the genuine: 
and true: notion of this holy Sa- 
crament ;. but in order thereunto, 
it may be convenient that 1a the 
firſt place I give you: ſome ac- 
count of Sacraments 1n general. 

Sacraments are either properly 
or 1mproperly ſo-called: 

A Sacrament improperly ſocal-: 
led is, when the word is uſed in 
a large. ſence for any ſacred rite. 
or religious duty. And thus both: 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian. Writers 
ule the word; for,thoſe,who have: 
been- converſant in- the Writings. 
af the former;, tell'us,. that many 

of: 
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of their ſacred Rites are by them 
called by that name. And thoſe 
who have narrowly ſearched the 
Records of the ancient Fathers 
fince the Inſtitution of Chriſtiz- 
nity have obſerved , "That all or 
moſt Articles which are peculiar 
to Chriſtian Faith, and all or moſt 
duties of Religion, containing that 
which ſenſe or natural reaſon can- 
not of it ſelf diſcern, are by them 
commonly called Sacraments. And 
in this ſence the Church of Rome, 
mitead of her ſeven Sacraments, 
may reckon ſeventy , or ſeven- 
ſcore, or more if ſhe pleaſe. 

But there are Sacraments pro- 
perly ſo called, when in-a reſtrain- 
ed fence we apply the word to 
ſome few principal divine Cerc 
monies, and then it imports 1n 
every ſuch Ceremony two things, 
viz. The ſubRance of the Cere 
mony it fſe!f, which is viſible: 
and lomewhat elſe which is more 

ſecret, 
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ſecret, in reference whereunto we 
conceive that Ceremony to be a 
Sacrament. 

Of this latter ſort we now un- 
derſtand the Word, and of this 
kind we meet with two only in 
the Old Teſtament,viz.Circumci- 
ſion and the Paſsover; and correſ{- 
pondent thereunto we find two 
only in the New Teſtament, v2z. 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 

The Word, Sacramezt , 15 va- 
rioully taken, and according to 
the different acceptations of it di- 
verl]y defined. 

Sometimes it 1s taken for the 
ſign only, and then tt 15 ſtiled, A 
viſible ſign of inviſible grace. 

Sometimes, 1t 1s taken for the 
thing ſignified only, and then it 
1s called, 'The free mercy of God 
offered to us in and by Chriſt. 

Sometimes it is taken for the 
whole, viz. both for the ſign. and 
the thing ſignified, and the whole 

action 
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aCtion thereabout ; and then it s 
| ſaid tobe, A Teſtimony confirm: 
i mg by an external ſign the whole. 
! ſome promiſes of God to Belie. 
vers, and as 1t were engraving 
| them in their minds. 
ih All which 1s 'compendioully 
| delivered to us in our Church 
Catechiſm, in Anſwer to that - 
Queſtion , What meaneſt thou by 
this Word Sacrament ® The At 
{wer whereunto 1s this, T1 mea 
an outward and viſible ſign of an tt 
ward and ſpiritual grace, given ut- 
to us, ordained by Chriſt himſelf, 6 
4 means whereby we receive the ſame, 
+ and a pledge to aſſure us thereof. 
| From all which it appears,that 
there are four Conditions requr 
F ſite in. every Sacrament proper ly 
ſo called, the want of any 
which will overthrow the whole 
notion and nature of it. 5 
il x. It muſt be of divine Inſt- 
Wi bution. For, being a Seal of a di 
ViK 
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vine promile of Eternal Life, and 
fach ſpiritual Grace as none can 
give but only God ; It cannot be 
inſtituted either by the Apoſtles, 
or holy Angels, or any other but 
only God. And -therefore our 
Church, when ſhe defineth a Sa- 
crament of the New Teſtament, 
maketh this a neceſſary part of 
her definition, that it 1s ordain-- 
ed by Chriſt himſelf. Hence 1s it, 
that the Evangeliſts, when they 
relate the Hiſtory of the Inſtitu- 
tion. of this Sacrament , are ſo 
careful to mention the Author and 
Inftituter of it.. And St. Pa#/ per- 
{wading the Church of (orizth to 
a due and: orderly Celebration of 
this Sacrament, is careful to ac- 
quaint them, "That what he de- 
hvered unto them , He had re- 
ceived from the Lord, x Cor. 

11.23, 
2, It muſt have ſome viſible 
hgn. For, Sacraments are there- 
fore 
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fore uſcd, that by viſible ſigns we 
may know and comprehend Hez. 
venly and inviſible things; and 
therefore our Church in her def. 
nition of a Sacrament, calleth it, - 
An outward and viſible ſign of an 
inward and ſpiritual grace. 

3. It muſt have a divine Pro- 
miſe added to the ſign , that {o 
the thing ſignified may be united 
therewith. The promiſe muſt 
import ſpiritual grace here, and 
Eternal Life hereafter. Which 
Promiſe is as it were the Soul of 
the Sacrament : for, as man Con- 
ſiſts of Body and Soul , fo a $a- 
crament conſiſts of a ſign and 
thing ſignified. And this 1s the 
ward and ſpiritual grace met 
tioned in the Definition. 

4. It muſt be given to the 
whole Church as a perpetual ſign, 
viz. as long as the outward form 
of the Church inſtituted by God 
ſhall continue. For, the Lav 

CONCErnng 
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concerning the form of outward 
Worſhip being changed, the uſe 
of thoſe Sacraments which were 
inſtituted during the continuance 
of that form, 1s alſo changed. So 
the Sacraments of the Old Teſta- 
ment are not now uſed in the 
New, becaule the external Form 
of God's Worſhip is now changed. 
So likewiſe Anointing, the gift 
of Miracles , &c. though they 
were given to the Church of the 
New Teſtament, yet becauſe the 
were neither given to the wt 
Church, nor for perpetuity, they 
cannot properly be called Sacra- 
ments. 

Iiheſe are thoſe four Conditi- 
ons, which ought jointly to meet 
in every Sacrament properly {o 
called. For, Whatſoever wants a 
divine Inſtitution, a viſible ſign, 
a divine promiſe added to that 
f19n, and a coxval duration with 
the external Form of God's Wor- 

ihip 
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ſhip in that Church to which it is 
given, cannot properly be called 
a Sacrament. 
This ſhort account of Sacra- 
ments in general, I thought fit to. 
premiſe , looking upon it as a 
good preparative for the better 
underſtanding of the true notion 
of the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper 1n particular. 

af r3.nm} I heartily thank 
you, Mr. Paſtor, for the pains you 
have taken 1n thus clearing the 
way. You have furniſhed me 
with a better notion of Sacra- 
ments, than I had before ; and 
thereby given me fo great ſatil- 
faction, that you ſhall not need 
to beſpeak my attention hereat- 
ter. I bdeſeech you therefore, ſince 
you have well diſpatched the no- 


tion of Sacraments in general,that 


you would now proceed to that 
of the Lord's Supper in part 


cular. 
Paſtor. 


| 
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Paſtor. T ſhall very willingly 
comply with your deſire, and in 
{o doing I ſhall endeavour to do 
theſe two things: I. To ſhow 
you plainly what notion you 
ought to have of the Lord's Sup- 
per. I. That the Celebration 
thereof is a duty incumbent up- 
on us by vertue of a divine Com- 
mand. 

I. We. muſt look upon this 
Supper as a Sacrament properly 
ſo called. I have already ſhown 
you what conditions are requiſite 
to conſtitute ſuch a Sacrament ; 
and if I make it appear that all 
thoſe conditions are to be found 
in this, then may it be juſtly 
reckoned as one of that number. 

The Conditions I told you 
were theſe four. 

1. A Divine Inſtitution. Now 
that this holy Supper was inſtitu- 
ted and ordained by Chriſt, that 
it owes 1ts Original to none other 

but 
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but only the Son of God and our 
Saviour, will plainly appear from 
the concurrent teſtimonies of $t, 
Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Luke. 
St. Matthew gives us this account 
of it : As they were eating, 
_—_ 26. Jeſus took Bread, and bleſ- 
28,29,30, ſed it, and brake it , and 
gave it tothe Diſciples,and 
ſaid, Take, Eat ; This is my Bogy. | 
And he took the Cup, and when he 
had given thanks , he gave it to 
them , ſaying, Drink ye all of it: 
For this is my blood of the New Te 
ftament, which is ſhed for many for 
the remiſſion of ſins. But I ſay un- 
to you, I will not drink henceforth 
of this fruit of the Vine, until tha 
aay , when I drink it new with you 
in my Father's Kingdom. And when 
they had ſung an Hymn , they went 
ont into the Mount of Olives. 
Much to the ſame purpoſe 15 
that account which St. Mart 
gives of it: And as they did ea, 


Jeſw 
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Teſus took bread, and when Mark 14. 
he had given thanks, he py 2 
brake it , and gave it to 

them, and ſaid , Take, Eat, this is 
my Body. Alſo he took the (up, and 
when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and they all drank of it. 
And he ſaid unto them, This is m 
blood of the New Teſtament which is 
ſhed for many. FVerily, I ſay unto 
you, T will drink no more of the fruit 
of the Vine until that day, that 1 
aria: it new in the Kzngdomof God. 
And when they had ſung an Hymn, 
they went out into the Mornt of 
Olives. 

St. Luke alſo, with little varia- 
tion, gives the ſame account. Axd 
he took bread, and when hz: 
had given thanks he brake hoon ny 
it, and gave it to them, [ay- : 
ng, This is my body which is given 
for you , this do in remembrance of 
me. Likewiſe alſo after Supper he 
took the Cup, Vi” rho C «x the 
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New Teſt ament in my blood, which i 


ſhed for you. 


And if we call in St. Paul t 
give his ſuffrage with theſe three 
Evangeliſts, we ſhall find him ac. 
cording with them all in theH:- 
ſtory of the Sacrament and the 
Inftitation of it , but moſt e& 
preſly with 'St. Luke; 1 Cor. 11. 
22, 24, 25, 26. IT have received 
of the Lord that which I lb 
have delivered unto you , That tit 
Lord Jeſus the {ame night in whith 
he was betrayed, took bread, and whe 
he had given thanks, he brake it, ani 
ſaid, Take, Eat, This is my bo 
which is broken for you, this do ye is 
remembrance of me. After the ſam 
manner he took the (up when he hu 
ſupped, ſaying, This Cup is the 1 

eſt ament in my blood, this ao, ® 
oft as you drink it, in remembran 
of me. For, as often as you eat thi 
Bread, and drink this Cup , Ye g 
ſhew (or ſhew ye) forth the Lord: 
Death till he come. Tiw 
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Thus have I ſhown you all 
thoſe Scriptures, whuch give any 
account of the Hiſtory of this Sa- 
crament and the inſtitution of it, 
and you fee plainly, they do all 
agree, that it was ordained and 
inſtituted by Chriſt ; that it owes 
its Original to none other but on- 
ly the Son of God, the Lord's 
Chriſt, and our Jeſus : and if ſo, 
then the firſt thing requiſite for 
the conſtitution of a Sacrament 
properly ſo called, viz. A Divine 
Inſtitution , doth evidently ap- 
pear i the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. 

2. The ſecond thing requilite 
tor the conſtitution of a Sacra- 
ment properly ſo called, is a viſi- 
ble ſign. And that there are ſuch 
things in the Lord's Supper, is vi- 
lible and apparent ; for, by the 
words of Inſtitution, - Bread and 
Wine, which are ſubſtantial and 
Vilible things, are appointed to be 
| 2 the 
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the Elements thereof. And 
though theſe 1n their own eſſence 
and nature, do nothing differ 
from common Bread and Wine, | 
yet in regard of their deſignation 
and uſe, they do very much differ 
therefrom. For, 1n this holy Sup- 
per they are deſigned for, and u- 
{ed as outward and viſible ſigns 
of inward and ſpiritual grace, and 
in reſpett of that ſecret thing 
which 1s hidden under them, and 
repreſented by them , they be- 
come Sacramental. 

3. The third thing requiſite 
for the conſtitution of a Sacr# 
ment properly ſo called, is a d: 
vine promiſe added to the figh 
which importing ſpiritual gratt 
here , and eternal life hereaitc! 
may firmly unite the ſign, a0 
thing ſignified ; and that this" 
to be found in the Lord's Supp 
is plain from the words of ini 
tution, where the Bread bleſs 

als * 
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and broken is called the Body of 
Chriſt , and the Cup, tie New 
Teſtament in his blood, which 1s 
ſhed for many, for the remiftion 
of ſins. And our Saviour exprelly 


faith, John 6. 35. I am the bread 
of life, he that cometh unto me ſhall 


. not hunger, and he that believeth on 


me ſhall never thirſt. And again, 
V. $4, 55, 56. Whoſoever eateth 
my fleſh, and drintzeth my blood, hath 
eternal life,and I will raiſe him up at 
the laſt diy. For, my fleſh is meat in- 
deed, and my blood is drink indeed. 
He that eateth my fl:ſh, and drinketh 
my blood,dvelleth in me,and 1 in him. 
Which plainly declareth an Union 
of the ſign and thing ſignified, by 
vertue of a divine word and pro- 
miſe; in which Union conſiſts the 
nature of a Sacrament properly ſo 
called. 

4. The fourth thing requiſite 
for the conſtitution of a Sacra- 
ment properly ſo called is, That 

3 it 
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it be given to the whole Church 
as a perpetual fign , to continue 
ſo long, as the external form of 
divine Worſhip , 1afticuted. by 
God, doth remain 1n that Church, 
Now that this was given to the 
whole Churci1, appears plainly, 
trom the inſtitution of 1t, tor the 
Diſciples to whom ut was firſt gi- 
ven were the Repreſentatives of 
the whole Clurch; And that it 
was given for perpetuity , {eem- 
eth plain from thoſe words of our 
bleſſed Saviour , Matth. 26. 29. 
{ ſay unto you, that I will at arint 
henceforth of this fruit of the Vine 
#ztil that day, when T ſhall drink # 
nev with you in my Father's King 
dom. In which words the Holy 
Feſus ſeemeth to intimate two 
things to his Diſciples : x. That 
this was the laſt time rhat- be 
ſhould ever celebrate this Feat 
with them in this World. 2. That 
though they were not to wy” 
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his Company , his Bodily pre- 
ſence; yet they and the whole 
Church repreſented by them, 
ſhould keep up the obſervation of 
this Feaſt, till they met again to 
celebrate an Eternal Feaſt in his 
Father's Kingdom. And that this 
latter was deſigned by him, 1s 
evident from thole words of St. 
Paul, 1 Cor. 11. 26. As often as 


ye do eat this Bread, and drink this 


(up, ye do ſbew (or ſhew ye) forth 
the Lord's Death till he come. 
Thus have I ſhown you , that 
thoſe four Conditions which. are 
thought neceſſary to the conſtitu- 
tion ot a Sacrament properly ſo cal- 
led, are all to be found in this;and 
therefore this may deſervedly be 
reckoned as one of that number. 
But to make the notion of this 
Sacrament, yet more plain to 
you, let us conſider by what 
names 1t 15 uſually known in holy 
Scripture. It is called a Supper, 
C4 and 
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and the Lord's Supper , 1 Co, 
1x.20. It 1s alſo called a Feaſt, 
znd a Feaſt upon a Sacrifice, 1 Cor, 
5. 7,8. Chriſt our Paſsover is ſacri- 


ficed for us, Therefcre Lt ns keep the 


Feaſt, faith St. Paul. When there- 
fore you fix your thoughts upon 
this holy Sacrament, with a de- 
ſign to celebrate the ſame ; let me 
deſire you to look upon it, x. As 
a Feaſt : 2. Asa Feaſt upon a $%- 
crifice: 3. As a Feaſt upon a $a 
crifice for fin. | 

1. Conſider it as a divine Fealt 
which our Lord hath appointed 
to be kept in Commemoration of 
himſelf. The cheer provided, zz. 
Bread and Wine, and the Body 
and blood of Chriſt ; The aQtons 


about it, viz. Receiving, Eating, 


and Drinking ; The names give 
to it, viz. Breaking of Bread, and 
the Lord's Supper ; The deligh 
thereof, which is to nouriſh UP 


the members of Chriſt's Churc! 
unto 
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unto Eternal Life ; do all of them 
ſufficiently ſpeak this notion of 
it. And that it was ordained to 
be a Commemoration-Feaſt, the 
very words of Inſtitution tell us, 
which ſay, T 51s do, in remembrarce 
of me, Luke 22. v. 1g. 

Nor were theie kind of Feaſts 
unuſual in the World , Þoth be- 
fore and at that time. For, as the 
Hebrews had their Feaſts, which 
were commonly {1gnified by ſer- 
ting on Bread , or Eating Bread. 
So the Gretks allo had : 
their ſober Compota- de bans 
tions. At which Feaſts 
they did ufually commemorate 
the worthy ations, and glorious 
Examples of fome memorable 
perlons. And this, no doubt, was 
the deſign of this molt holy Feaſt, 
wherein Chriſtians have the 110- 
nour, not only to feait with, but 
upon God ; the holy Jeſus being 
both the Maſter of it , and rc 
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cheer provided in it. Wherein 
we have an opportunity of feaſt- 
ing with one another , thereby 
the better to promote and pre. 
{erve amity, love and charity + 
mong. our ſelves , to keep up a 
laſting remembrance of our glo- 
r10us Redeemer, and to fix more 
deeply 1n our minds all that he 
hath done and ſuffered for us. 
Hereby ſhall we be the better diſ- 
_ with all thankfulneis and 
umility to embrace ſuch oppor- 
tunities when offered, with great- 
er joy and alacrity to addrels our 
ſelves thereunto , and made the 
more careiul, that in a becoming 
manner we appear before our 
Lord and Maſter therein. In a 
word, by this Commemoration- 
Feaſt, we ſhall be the better dif 
poſed, and hold our ſelves the 
more obliged, ro a cheerful ob 
ſervance of our Redeemer's Will 
2nd to pay a. ſincere and entire 
| obedient 
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obedience to all his Laws. 

2. Conlider it not only as a 
Feaſt , but as a Feaſt upon a Sa- 
crifice, wherein we are more par- 
ticularly to commemorate the 
{ufferings and death of our bleſſed 
Saviour. St. Paul doth very well 
explain thoſe words. of Chrilt, 
[Do this in remembrance of me, 
Luke 22. 19.] when he ſaith, [4s 
often as ye eat this Bread, and drink 
this (up of the Lord, ye ſhew forth 
the Lora”s Death till he come, 1 (or. 
L1. 26.] thereby teaching us, that 
we ought herein to commemo- 
rate the dying love of the holy 
Jeſus, with ſuch ſuitable praiſes 
and. thankſgivings as may be a- 
greeable to that great goodneſs 
which heexpreſled by dying forus.. 

As 1n all Feaſts of this kind 
both among the Jews and Gen- 
tiles, God had his Portion, and the 
people had their portion, where- 
With to entertain themſelves and 

their 
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their Friends ; ſo in this Chriſtian 
Feaſt , we allo are made partz- 
kers of the Sacrifice, in that by 
theſe repreſentations of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt Jeſus, weare 
admitted to feaſt upon it. 

And as by eating of the Sacr;- 
fices offered at the Altar , both 
Jews and Gentiles profeſſed them- 
ſelves to be the Worſhippers and 
Servants of that God to whom 
the oblation was offered ; ſo we, 
by partaking of this holy Feaſt, 
do make a ſolemn profeſſion oi 
the Chriſtian Religion , of our 
Faith in Jefus, and obedience to 
him. We declare our ſelves to 
be the Diſciples and Followers df 
him, to whom we join our ſelves 
in Communion. 

Eating and Drinking togethe 
was always eſteemed a fign of 
Friendſhip, and good underſtand: 
ing, between the parties ſo 0 


mg. But when a Fealt was made 
on 


mn... 
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on purpoſe to expreſs their Friend- 
ſhip, then was 1t the more noto- 
rious. But when the Feaſt was 
upon a Sacrifice, then the obliga- 
tion between them was held the 
more ſacred and inviolable. We 
therefore by being partakers of 
this holy Feaſt, do thereby engage 
our ſelves in a mutual Covenant 
with the bleſfed- Jeſus , and by 
often doing this, we make re- 
peated proteitations of our fideli- 
ty,and renew our Baptiſmal Vow 
and Covenant , taking (as we u- 
fually ſay) the Sacrament upon 
It, that 1n all things we will be 
faithful and obedient to him. 

3: Let us conſider this holy 
Action, nor only as a Feaſt, nor 
only as a Feaſt upon a Sacrifice, but 
as a Feaſt upon a Sacrifice for fin. 

That Jeſus Chriit did offer up 
tumſelfas a Sacrifice for ſin, is ſo 
plain and evident through the 
whole Hiftory of the New Te- 


{tament, 
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ſtament, that to produce inſtan. 
ces to atteſt ir, would look like an 
uncharitable cenſure of others; 
as if they had negletted to peruſe 
thoſe ſacred Records, which con- 
tain the Charter for their Inheri- 
tance 1n Heaven. 

Now in the time of the Lay, 
when any 32ait was flain, and of. 
fered in Sacrihce for fin ; it was 
not priced Un that caſe, nor 
ina2d in any other) neither to 
the 2:05iz,nor Prieſts themfelves, 
to -it of the blood ; Nor had 
they any portion of the fleſh, for 
that was wholly burn'd. To par- 
take of the ſin-offering theretore 
was a priviledge reſerved for 
Chriſtians,who at this holy Feaſt, 
are allowed both to eat the Bread, 
(which repreſents the Body 
fleſh of Chriſt) and drink the 
Cup(which repreſents his blood): 
And in this caſe that of the Ap& 
Ric is fully verified , We _ 4 

& 
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Altar (4. e. 
they had no right to eat, who ſerved 
the T abernacle, Hebr. 13. v. 10. 

By vertue of this priviledge we 
are made partakers of the Bod 
and Blood of Chriſt, and all the 
benefits thereof; We are {trength- 
ned and refreſhed 1n all grace and 
goodneſs, and the remiſſion of 
{ins is not only offered, but con- 
veyed to every worthy Commu- 
nicant. The conſideration where- 
of, as it ought to beget in us a 
grateful ſenſe of all God's favours, 
and of this in particular; ſo ought 
it to be an Obligation or Bond of 
Union between all Chriſtian Peo- 
ple. For, If God fo loved us, we 
ought alſo to love one another, 1 
John 4. v. 11. 

Thus have performed the for- 


mer part of my promiſe,by ſhew- 


ing you. what notion you ought 
to have of the Lord's Supper ; 
Ehat it isa Sacrament properly ſo 

called, 


 — 


a Sacrifice) whereof” 
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called, having all the conditions 
that are or can be thought neceſ. 
ſary to conſtirute ſuch a thing, 
Thar it is not only a Feaſt, but x 
Feaſt upon a Sacrifice, and which 
is more, a Feaſt upon a Sacrifice 
for Sin. And under ſuch a cha- 
racter as this, I hope it will notap- 
pear to you with ſuch a frightful 
vilage, as you tell me 1t hath been 
repreſented to you heretofore. 
Pariſhioner. No indeed Sir, In- 
{read of a dangerous and dreadful 
Precipice,T have a plain path now 
before me ; inſtead of terrible and 
trightful objeAs, I have a ple 
{ant and delightful profpett ; 1n- 
ſtead of aftrighting, it doth now 
allure and invite me to 1t; 
{eemeth to offer me ſuch advantz 
ges, as I once thought I could n& 
ver reaſonably hope for from | 
I confeſs, Sir, You have mighti 
relieved my mind, by remov!; 
that preſſure , which prejuil 
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and prepoſſeſſon had pur upon it. 
I heartily thank you for the pains 
you have taken in it, and am ſo 
well pleaſed and ſatisfied there- 
with, that, if it be not too great 
a trouble to you, I would hum- 
bly beg the performance of the 
other part of your promiſe 
alſo. 

Paſtor. No, Neighbour Pariſh- 
zoner, It will be no trouble to me, 
I am better pleaſed with doing 
my duty, than to think it fo, and 
therefore if you can but be con- 
tented to continue your Patience, 
I ſhall not, I hope, grow weary 
of {o good a work. 

II. The other part of my pro- 
miſe was, To make it evident to 
you, That the Celebration of this 
holy Feaſt, is a duty incumbent 
upon all Chriſtians by vertue of a 
Divine Command. 

And to do this, I ſhall need 
only to have recourſe to the 

words 
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words of inſtitution, as they. ſtang 
recorded by Se. Luke, and repeated 
by St. Pazl. In. the Evangelif 
the words ru: thus, He took Bread, 
aud. when he had given thanks, ke 
brake it, azd gave to them, ſayin, 
This is my Body which is given for 
yor, This do in remembrance of me. 
Likewiſe alſo after Supper he tookthe 
(up, ſaying, This (up is the Neu 
Teſtament in my blood, which is ſped 
for you. Luk. 22. 19, 20. | 
The Apoſtle is ſomewhat. more 
large,taking in the account. which 
the other Evangeliſts alſo give of 
it, for he tells the Church of C« 
rinth, 1 Cor. 11. 23, 24, 25 26: 
That he had received from the Lord 
that which he delivered unto. them, 
viz, That the Lord Teſs in the ſame 
night in which he was betrayed, took 
Bread,1nd when he had given thanks, 
he brake it, and ſaid, Take, E4, 
Thi is my Body which is b-oken fir 
you, This do ye FL, FOmganran 4 
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me. After the ſame manner alſo he 
took the (up , when r had ſupped, 
aying, This Cup is the New 1 eſta- 
_ my bool , This ao, as oft 
as ye arink it, in remembrance of: me. 
For, as often as ye eat this Bread, 
aud drink this Cup, ye? ſhew (or 
ſhew ye) forth the Lord's Death 
until he come. 

Theſe words, as they are re- 
corded: by St. Lake, are indeed-di- 
rected: to the twelve: Apoſtles; but 
then we: are to conſider, that the 
Apoſtles in thar holy action were 
the Repreſentatives of the whole 
Church, and: therefore to be con- 
fidered under a double capacity, 
v72, either as Governours and 
Miniſters intruſted by Chriſt 
with the power of diſpenſing and 
admimiſtring the Sacrament ; or 
as ordinary and: Lay Communi- 
cants. 

If we look upon them in the 
tormer capacity , as Governours 

of 
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of the Church , and Stewards of 
the ſacred myſteries ; then the 
duty to which they are obliged 
by the expreſs command ofChriſ,, 
15 to take the Bread into their 
hands, to bleſs and conſecrate it 
to that myſterious and divine uſe 
to which he deſigned it, to break 
it, to give It to the Communt 
cants, as he gave it to them : And 
ſo in like manner to take the Cup, 
to bleſs it, and give it to the peo- 
ple. Whence it 4s plain, That 
there is an unavoidahle neceſſity 
upon them and their Succeſlors, 
to adminiſter this holy Sacrament. 
And if they ſtand obliged to give 
it, then certainly there muſt be 
ſome who are obliged to receive 
it. And if we look upon them 
the other capacity , as privat 
men, and Lay Communicants,W* 
have a plain evidence hered 
For, it is evident, that in that @ 
pacity., their duty in py" 
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to the Command of Chriit was, 
to take and receive the conſecra- 
ted Elements of Bread and Wane, 
to Eat and Drink , and to do all 
this in commemoration of his 
wonderful love, in giving his Bo- 
dy to be broken , and his Blood 
to be ſhed for the ſins of the 
World. 

But if we will ſuffer St. Paz, 
who well knew it, to explain the 
mind of his Maſter , the matter 
will be yet more plain and evi- 
dent. For, though he give the 
{ame account of the Hiſtory of the 
Sacrament, and the inſtitution of 
It, as the Evangelifts do; yet 
doth he not therein addreſs him- 
ſelf to his Fellow-Apoſtles or 
their Succeſlors , but to the peo- 
ple of the Church of (oriath; 
thereby plainly ſhowing that the 
Command of our Bleſſed Saviour 
(This do) doth equally oblige both 
the one and the other. That as 


the 
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the Prieft is : bound to prepare 
and - give it, 10 the People are 
bound to prepare and: receive it, 
and both by vertue of a divine 
Command. 

-For, that theſe words (Do je 
this) were not ſpoken by way df 
Counſel , but Command, will 
plainly appear , it we conſider, 
that whatſoever may be thought 
requiſite to render any expreflion 
preceptive and obligatory; areto 
be found in this. For, 1. There 
was ſufficient power and autho- 
rity in the perſon commanding, 
viz. Jeſus Chriſt, the Eternal Son 
of God, and our Saviour. 2. The 
'Terms, in which he is pleaſed to 
ſignify his divine will and pls 
ſure, are imperative, Do this. 3 
The obedience which he expetts 
thereunto is to be perpetual, til 
his coming again, 1 Cor. 11. 26. 
4. St. Pauls interpretation and ap- 


plication of this command to ow 
14} 
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Lay Communicants 1n theChurch 
of Corinth, doth plainly ſpeak the 
defign of our bleſledSaviour,which 
was to oblige them and all Chri- 


ſtians to do this in remembrance 


of him, 7.e. to expreſs their thank- 
ful acknowledgments of what he 
did and ſuffered for them by their 
dutiful obedience to this Com- 
mand. 

Thus have T-pertormed the 0- 
ther part of my promiſe to you, 
and I hope made it ſufficiently 
plain, that the Celebration of this 
Feaſt 1s a duty incumbent upon 
all Chriſtians by vertue of a Di- 
vine Command. And if ſo, then 
how thoſe who pretend to Chri- 
ſtianity, will at the great and ge- 
neral day of Judgment, anſwer 
their negle& and refuſal of it, I 
with they would ſeriouſly con- 
ſlider. 

But, my Friend, can you and 
I retett upon this as- the Com- 


mand, 
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mand, and laſt Command of our 
dying Saviour? Can we remember 
that he gave Iis Body to be bro- 
ken, and his blood to be ſhed for 
our ſins? Can we think -of his 
being made ſubject to the wrath 
of God , the hatred of Hell, and 
the malice of Man, and all this for 
our fakes ? and that for all thi 
he requireth no more of us, but 
only to keep a Feaſt, wherein we 
may ſolemnly commemorate, and 
perpetuate the memory of what 
he hath done and ſuffered for us! 
Can we, I ſay, remember all this 
and yet at the ſame time be { 
unkind , ſo ungrateful , and 6 
undutiftul, as to neglect opportt 
nittes when offered, of paying tif 
tribute of our acknowledgmel 
to our great Saviour, and might! 
Redeemer ? To cloſe up this # 
gument , let me only read un 
you one place of Scripture, 


deſire you ferioully to conſide 
i: 
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it: John 6. v. 54, 55,56. Except 
ne eat the fleſh of the ſon of man, 
and drink his blood, ye have ao life 
in you. Wheoſo eateth my fleſh, and 
drinketh my Blood, hath Eternal 
Life, and 1 will raiſe bim up at the 
laſt day. For, my fleſh is meat in- 
deed, and my Blood is Drink indeed. 
He that eateth my fleſh, and drink- 
&h my Blood, dwelleth in me, and I 
in him. The inference from 
which words, as they relate to 
this holy Feaſt, is plain and eaſy, 
viz. That as it 15 highly neceſſary 
for all who would be ſaved, to be 
made partakers of the merits of 
Chriſt's Sacrifice, and the effica- 
cy of his Death and Sufterings ; 1o 
will it as highly concern them 
(who have an opportunity to do 
it) to partake of the Lord's Sup- 
per 1n order thereunto: For,thoſe 
who refuſe (when they may) to 
receive the tokens and {igns of his 


Body broken, and Blood ſhed for 
D their 


go 44 Dialogue between 


their ſins, and perſiſt in that re. 
fuſal and neglect ; can never hope 
to be owned and rewarded by 
him, as his Friends. 
Pariſhioner. T muſt needs own, 
Sir, that you have very well ac- 
quitted your ſelf in the perform: 
ance of what you promiſed. I am 
better inſtructed in the nature 
and notion of this holy Sacrament 
than I was before; and am now 
very well ſatisfied, that the Cele- 
bration of 1t 15 a duty upon me 
and all Chriſtians , by vertue of 
a Divine Command. Bur, Sir, I 
have ſtill ſome ſcruples upon me, 
which (if I did not fear I had 
too much tired you already) | 
would have propounded, in orde! 
to your reſolution of them. 
Paſtor. Let not any ſuch fe 
trouble you, I neither am nor 
be weary of well doing. If ther 
fore you have any thing to oft 
be free in it ; and afſure your ſn 
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of my utmoſt endeayour to give 
you ſatisfaQtion. : 

Pariſhioner. Sir, You oblige me 
very much , and ſeeing you are 
pleaſed to give me that free- 
dom, I will preſume to make uſe 
of 1t. 

Obj. 1. And the firſt thing I 
ſhall propound, and deſire to be 
reſolved in is this : Whether this 
duty be ſo ſtritly enjoined, and 
ſo indiſpenſibly required of all 
Chriſtians, that none of them are 
left at liberty , either to Com- 
municate or not, 2s they ſhall 
think fit ? 

Paſtor. This Query ſeems to 
an{wer it ſelf; for 

x. It ſuppoleth the thing in 
queſtion to be a Duty, and if ſo, 
then it ought to be out of queſti- 
on ; for every Duty implicth an 
obligation , and every obligation 
layeth a reſtraint upon liberty, 
and taketh away the indiferency 
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of the thing it obligeth to: Tohe 
at liberty therefore either to do, 
or not do a thing, muſt ſuppoſe 
the thing, not only to be indiffe. 
rent 1n 1ts nature, but alſo to be 
free from any command or obli- 
gation, and ſo conſequently to he 
no duty at ali, but only a pruden- 
tial Alt, which a man may either 
do, or leave undone, as he in his 
dilcretion ſhall ſee cauſe. 

2. It ſuppoſeth the thing in 
oueſtion to be a Duty enjoined, 
which implyeth a ſupertour pow- 
er, endued with full and juſt at 
rhority to impoſe the thing, and 
by that impoſition to make it ne 
ceſſary. Now that power, I batt 
told you, is God, and that auth6 
rity Divine , which maketh ti 
thing required to be a duty up 
us, by vertue of a Divine Con 
mand. So that unlefs you cans 
q Ggn any power ſuperiour £0 is 
by of God, which can and doth 
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penſe with his Commands,you can 
never fancy to your felf any ſuch 
liberty, as you ſeem here to en- 
quire after. 

Theſetwo conſiderations might 
ſuffice to overthrow this pretence 
of liberty, and ſhow rhe neceſſity 
of the thing required ; but be- 
cauſe I would willingly quiet 
your mind, and give you all the 
{atisfaction that 1 can, I ſhall of- 
fer a few things more to your 
conſideration, and deſire you to 
ſpend ſome ſerious thoughts upon 
them. 

1. Conſider the extent of the 
Command, and the unlimited ob- 
Iigation thereof. The word of 
Command [ Do this} is general 
and indeterminate, it reacheth all 
Chriſtians, in all times, and in 
all places z and when all are in- 
cluded, none are exempted. And 
the obligation of duty and obedi- 
ence thereunto , 1s as general as 
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the Command. For, unleſs we 
will call in queſtion the power 
and authority of God and Chriſt, 
we muſt needs aciinowledge, that 
to whomſoever it ts faid, Do this, 
they ſand obliged both in duty 
and conſcience to yield obedience 
thereunto. If therefore the com- 
mand reach ail , then the thin 
commandced mult needs be a duty 
incumbent upcn all. And indeed 
I know no other limitation that 
this divine Command admits of, 
fave only one of theſe two, viz. 
Either want of opportunity , as 
when men are in a Journey, 1n 
{ſuch a place, and under ſuch cr- 
cumſtances, that though they do 
earneſtly deſire it, yet can they 
not, for want of an opportunity, 
do the thing they deſire : Ur 
{ome jult impediment, as when 
one is under a Church-cen{ure, 0r 
lome indiſpoſition which at pre 


ſent he cannot conquer. In the 
| former 
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former of theſe Caſes men muſt, 
in the latter they may , forbear 
the doing of the thing required ; 
Theſe Caſes may limit, but they 
do- not leflen the Duty ; They 
may ſuffice as excules for the pre- 
ſent, but they will not ſerve al-. 
ways : Þor, ſo foon as an oppor- 
tunity can be had, and the 1mpe- 
diments be removed, the obliga- 
tion will retura upon us, and in 
obedience to this Command we 
ought to apply our ſelves to the 
performance of the duty required 
therein. 

2. Conſider, That to difobey the 
command of God, when we have 
an opportunity , and no juſt im- 
pediment to hinder us from yield- 
ing obedience thereunto, is not 
only a fin, but a fin of a deep die; 


tinQured with ſo much pride and. 


obſtinacy,and attended with ſuch 
aggravations , as maketh it not 
oaly highly diſpleaſing unto God, 
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but (if not timely repented of) 
will render 1t deſtruttive to ou 
ſelves. "This is to add fin to fin, 
and by that means, to heap up 
wrath againſt the day of wrath 
upon our own heads. Now, that 
to [| Do this] isa duty incumbent 
upon us by vertue of a Divine 
Command, I have plainly ſhown 
you, and the want of opportuni- 
ty you have no reaſon to com- 
plain of , being ſo often , and lo 
earneſtly invited thereunto ; And 
therefore unleſs you have ſome 
juit impediment to hinder your 
preſent compliance with that 
command , you have no reaſon 
to decline your duty , nor any 
cauſe to fancy to your ſelf fuch 


a liberty, as you now enquire 
after. 


3. Conſider, That the folemn 
profeſſion of our Chriſtian Faith 
according to Gods Ordinance, 
a Duty which all Chriſtians ought 
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moſt readily, and upon every jult 
occalion to perform, Luke 12. 8, 
9. Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me before 
men, him ſhall the ſon of man con- 


feſs alſo before the Angels of God. 


But he that [hall deny me before men, 


(hall be denied before the Angels of 


God, faith our bleſſed Saviour. 
Thereby plainly intimating, raat 
whoſozver ſhall be aſhamed to 
own him, and to confeſs their 
Faith in him, in this World, them 
will he diſfown and be aſhamed 
of at the great and laſt day. Now 
the Celebration of this holy Feaſt, 
is one of the moit memorable 
actions of our life , wherein we 
are moſt ſolemnly to Commemo- 
rate the dying love of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, x Cor. 11. 24, 26. For, this 
we ought to do in remembrance of 
him , And as often as we do it, we 
are to ſhew forth the Lord's death till 
he come, 1.2. We are herein. to 
commemorate all that the holy 

D 5 Jeſus 
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Jeſus hath done and ſuffered for 
us, and not be aſhamed to confeſ 
our Faith in a dying Saviour. And 
that all this 1s according to God's 
Ordinance, 1s plain, becauſe it is 
a duty incumbent upon us by ver- 
tue of a Divine Command. Unleſs 
therefore you can diſpenſe with 
your duty to God, and content 
your {elt to diflemble your Chri- 
fiamty ; unleis you can perſwade 
your felt, that the profeſſion of 
your Faith in Jeſus , a thankful 
acknowledgment of all that he 
hath done and fuffered for you, 
and a publick owning of all thoſe 
favours and benefits which you 
have received from him,be things 
indifferent to you : It will bein 
vain to pretend {uch a: liberty 3 
you now enquire aſter. 

By this time , Neighbour 
riſpiozer, T hope you are ſatisfied, 
that neither you, nor any other 
who pretend to Chriſtianity, - 
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left at liberty i in this caſe; That 
to (Do this) or leave 1t Undowe, 
as they pleaſe, 1s no part of that 
liberty , wherewith Chriſt hath 
made them tree. 

Pariſhioner. T thank you, Mr. 
Paſtor, tor the pains you have ta- 
ken with me , which, by God's 
bleſſing upon them, have not been 
in vain ; they have had their de- 
fign'd effect : for, I am now very 
well fatisfied,that it is not a thing 
indifferent, but a Duty. But pray, 
Sir, be not offended, if I trouble 
you with another Queſtion. 

Paſtor. No, my good Neigh- 
bour , I ſhall not ; pray be free, 
and reſt aſſured that you cannot 
better pleaſe me, than by giving 
me an opportunity of offering you 
all the fatisfattion that is wm my 
power. 

Pariſbioner. My next Queſtion, 
SIT, 15 this. 

Ovj. 2. If this command be {o 

ſtrict. 
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ftrift and general , and our ohe. 
dience thereto fo indiſpenſible, are 
not all then who live within the 
pale of the Church, whether good 
or bad, without any exception,to 
be admitted thereunto? 

Paſtor. You may remember, 
that in. anſwer to your former 
Queſtion, I did intimate to you, 
that there are ſome caſes, which 
though they do not-lefſen the Du- 
ty, yet do limit the command as 
to our preſent aQtual obedience 
thereunto. For, as our Saviour 
forbade the caſting of Pearl before 
Swine, and the giving of the 
Childrens Bread to Dogs ; ſo hath 
he left power with his Church to 
make a difterence between wor: 
thy and unworthy Receivers: 
and, where the-caſe is ſo manifelt | 
as to come withtz her Cog 
Zance, - to judge who are 1o, 
who are not. And beſides thok 


cales before :ntimated , m—_ 
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ſome other, wherein the Church 
doth, with good reaſon, take up- 
on her, to reſtrain and keep back 
ſome from prophaning this holy 
Sacrament , and ruining them- 
ſelves. Eſpecially theſe that fol- 
tow. 

1. When men are grolly igno- 
rant , ſo little knowing in the 
things of God , ſo much unac- 
quainted with the Religious part 
ot ther duties , that in this caſe, 
what the Prophet Jonah ſaid of 
many thouſands 1n the great City 
of Nizeveh, 1s but too truly veri- 
hed in them , Jonah 4. 11. They 
cannot diſcern between their right 
hand and their left hand. And of 
this ſort, God knows, we have 
too many 1n our days , who are 
io ſottiſhly ignorant of what con- 
cerns God and themſelves , at 
leaſt, the better part of them- 
elves, viz. their immortal Souls, 
that though the light of the Go- 

ſpe! 
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fpel ſhine ſo glorioully, yet fn 
x 2 fit 12 darkneſs ; {Eachrn 
glorious truths thereof be daily 
preached, fo plainly aſſerted, and 
lo frequently inculcated upon 
them ; yet are they no more im- 
proved in their knowledge of 
them , than thoſe poor Indians 
who never heard of the Goſpel. 
*Fis ſtrange indeed there ſhould 
be ſuch,but not fo ſtrange as true. 
Now ſuch as theſe, till they are 
better inſtructed in their Religion 
in general, and 1n thus part df 
their Religion 1in particular,ought 
to be withheld from being parta- 
kers of this holy Sacrament. For, 
Our Church ſuppoſeth all thoſe 
her Members, who either do, or 

are fit to receive the 


Rubrick after 
the Corn, holy Sacrament, to be 


nion Service. Per ſors of diſcretion, 1.6. 
| erlons of ſome com- 
petent knowledge, able to diſcern 


between the Table of the Lo” 


nt AI; — —— 
_— 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 63 


and their own Tables, between 
this holy Feaſt, and a common 
Meal. What meaſure of know- 
ledge there ought to be, ſeeing 
God hath given us no ſtandard to 
judge by, I ſhall not preſume my 
{elf wife enough to determine. 
But that there ought to be ſome, 
and a competent ſhare of know- 
ledge too,will appear, 1f we con- 
fider what qualifications our 
Church requires in thoſe whom 
ſhe admiutteth- to be Communi- 
cants. "They muſt be ſuch as tru- 
ly repent them of their former 


ſins ; They muſt be {ſuch as fted- 


taſtly purpoſe to lead a new life ; 
ſuch as have a lively Faith in 


God's mercy through Chriſt; ſuch 


as thankfully remem- 
ber the ſufferings and 
death of the bleſſed Jeſus for their 
lakes; and they muſt be in cha- 
rity with all men. All which do 
preluppole a good ſhare of know- 

ledge, 
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ledge , and a godly pradtice 
what they know. Beſides, al 
who are admitted to the Lorg' 
Supper , by the Rules of our 
Church , ought not only to he 
baptized, bur allo after Baptiſm, 
to be confirmed by the Biſhop, 
or at leaſt to be ready 
Rnbrick after and deſirous to be 
Confirmation. . Confirmed. Now in 
| order to Confirmation 
it 1s required, that they be of a 
competent ape, able to ſay inthe 
Mother tongue , the Creed, the 
Rid or -OTA'S Prayer,and the 
theCarechiſm, Ten Commandments 
and to anſwer to the 

other queſtions in the Church 
Catechiſm. The reaſon whereol 
is plain , Becauſe 

com nn Confirmation they do 
firmarion. inthepreſence of God, 
and of the Congregt 

tion renew that ſolemn promiſe 


and Yow that was. made 1n-thell 
names 
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names at their Baptiſm; ratitying 
and confirming the ſame in their 
own perſons; and acknowledging 
themſelves bound to believe and 
do all thoſe things which their 
Godfathers and Godmothers then 
undertook for them. Now all 
this conſidered will plainly evt- 
dence,that perſons who are grolly 
ignorant, and devoid of ſome 
competent meaſure of knowledge 
in their Religion, are not thought 
by our Church to be duly quali- 
fied to be Communicaurts. Nor 
doth our Church proceed with- 
out good Authority herein ; for 
this her practice ſeems to be foun- 
ded upon. that qualification of a 
Worthy Communicant, required 
by St. Parl, viz. Diſcerning the 
Lord's Body, x Cor. 11. 29. 

Pariſhiozer. Sir, T am very well 
ſatisfied that ſuch perſons as you 
have now deſcribed ought not to 
be admitted as gueſts at God's Fa- 

ble ; 
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ble; and I am glad to underſtand 
by yourDiſcourle,that our Church 
doth not knowingly admit any 
ſuch. But there is one thi 
which I perceive the Church mz 
keth a neceffary qualification in 
every Communicant, viz. Confir- 
mation by the Biſhop. Now, Sir, 
I never was confirmed, and I be- 
heve very few 1n the Pariſh have 
been ; and therefore if this be ne- 
cellary, all or moſt of us,for want 
of it, are: under a neceſſity ofab- 
ſenting our ſelves therefrom: 
Paſtor. It is true, that by re- 
fon of the iniquiry of the late 
times, which put all things out of 
order both in Church and State, 
moſt who are now grown up do 
want the benefit of this holy rite; 
but I am willing to believe, that 
it is not their contempt of it, Þut 
rather either the want of oppor 
tunity, or the want of better 


{truQion fince, that is the yt 
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fion of their not being confirmed. 
And therefore our Church, like 
an indulgent Mother, in her new 
Rubrick, maketh not the want, 
but the neglect of it, to be a bar 
againſt us, for ſhe now requireth 
that all who are admitted to this 
holy Ordinance, ſhould either be 
aQtually confirmed, or ready and 
deſirous ſo to be. Now when 
you rightly underſtand the deugn 
and tendency, the uſefulneſs and 
excellency of this holy Rite, 
(which I have hinted to you in 
part, and of which you may fee 
more, it you will but take the 
pains to read over that ſhort Of- 
tice for the Order of Confirmati- 
on) 1 do not doubt but you and 
all others , will be very deſirous 
of it. And if you be ſo, then is 
the want of it ar preſent, no bar 
to your preſent communicating 
with us in this holy Ordi- 
nance. 


Pariſhioner. 
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Pariſbioner. 1 am very wel 
plealed, Sir, that it is not ; an 
if the want of it be not, I doaſ. 
ſure you, the contempt of it, ne. 
ver {hall be any bar againſt me 
By that little which you have faid 
of it, Il am ſo well latisfied in the 
if HU excellency and uſefulneſs thereof 
He that I ſhall not willingly omit any 
kf opportunity hereafter of being 
Wl confirmed. And 1n order there 

h unto, I do humbly beg your a> 
fiſtance thercin. 

Paſtor. You-may promile you 
ſelf my afiſtance 1n this, or any 
other thing that is for your goo! 
at all rimes. But ſince you arelb 
well farisfied in this, whnch hat 
| given occaſion to this ſhort & 
WED grefſion, I ſhall now return totit 
Fhak conſideration of your main Ob 
| Ction, and proceed to ſhow y# 
ſome other caſes, wherein 0! 
Church thinketh fit to reſi 
the raſhneſs and prefumprin* 
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ſome, who, without due conſide- 
ration, would ruſh upon this ho- 
ly Ordinance. 

2. If men be groſly ſcanda- 
lous, open and notorious evil Li- 
vers, who make no Conſcience 
of what they do, who live in 
Gluttony and Drunkenneſs , in 
Chambering and wantonneſs, in 

rife and envying , and take no 
other thought, ſave only for the 
Fleſh, to fulfil the luſts of it, 
Rom. x3. 13, 14. Fornicators, I- 
dolaters, Adulterers , Efteminate 
Perſons, Abulers of themſelves 
with Mankind , Thieves, Cove- 
tous Perſons , Drunkards, Rail- 
ers, and Extortioners , as the 
{hall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God, -{o neither ought they to be 
admitted to this holy Sacrament, 
1 Cor. 6.0. 9, 10. And therefore 
our Church is fo far from giving 
encouragement unto ſuch , that 
the requireth her Miniſters, ha- 
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ving knowledge thereof, to call 
Car. 26. Ru. YON them, and adyer. 
brick before tile them , that they 
the Commu- do not preſume tg 
Ty come tothe Lord's Ta. 
ble, until they have openly de- 
clared themſelves to have truly 
repented, and amended their for- 
mer evil life. 

3. If any have been at ſtrike 
and variance with their Neigh- 
bours, and do {till indulge ther 
malice and hatred , refuſing to 
forgive injuries done to them, or to 
Can, 26. Ru. Tepair wrongs which 
brick before they have done to 0- 
the Commu- thers; Theſe are not to 
mo” . be ſuffered to come to 
the Lord's Table, till they be, or 
are willing to be reconciled; till 
they have forgiven from the bot: 
tom of their hearts all that ther 
Neighbours have treſpaſſed 2 
g4in{t them, and have recompen- 


ted, or are willing and _ 
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{© to do as ſoon as conveniently 
they can, all the wrong they have 
done unto their Neighbours. 

4. Churchwardens or Sidemen 
who have the Oath of God upon 
them, and have bound their Souls 
thereby to preſent to their Ordi- 
naries all ſuch enormitiesand pub- 
lick offences as they are particu- 
larly charged to enquire of in 
their ſeveral Pariſhes. If 
theſe ( notwithſtanding 
the obligation of their Oath, and 
their being frequently called up- 
on by their Miniſter and Ordi- 
nary to diſcharge their Conſcien- 
ces by the due performance of 
their Duties) ſhall wittingly and 
willingly, deſperately and irreli- 
giouſly, incur that moſt horrible 
lin of perjury, by negle&ting or 
retuſing to preſent ſuch enormi- 
ties or publick offences, as they 

themſelves know , or are other- 
wiſe made known to them. They 
ought 


Can. 26. 
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ought not to be admitted to this 
holy Sacrament, till they havee. 
videnced their repentance, and re. 
paired their fault by a more vigg- 
rous performance of their dy- 
ries. 

5. It men be Schiſmatical, or 
of known rebellious principles, ie. 
if they refuſe to comply with the 
Order of the Church in kneeling 
Can, 2». At the Sacrament, if they 

© dodelignedlyabſentthem- 
ſelves from the publick Prayers of 
the Church, if they be common 
and notorious depravers of the 
Book of Common-Prayer , and 
adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
&c. Or, if they be ſuch as d 
ſpeak againſt and deprave 
Majeſtie's Sovereign Authority il 
Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical. Except © 
very ſuch perſon ſhall firſt x 
knowledge to the Miniſter betor 
the Church-Wardens, his rept 


tance for the ſame, and prom 
x 
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by word or writing, that he will 
do ſo no more ; He ſhall not be 
admitted to the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. 

6. Strangers, z. e. perſons of 
another Pariſh ought not to be 
encouraged 1n leaving their own 
Pariſh Church and going to ano- 
ther, or in leaving their own Mi- 
niſter to hear another. Much leſs 
ought they to be encouraged in 
deſerting Communion with their 
own Miniſter and Pariſhioners. 
Our Church 1s ſo tender 
in this point , and fo far 
irom giving encouragement unto 
iuch, that inftead of admitting, 
ſhe forbidceth them, and remit- 
teth them home to their own Pa- 
1h Churches and Miniſters,there 
to receive the Communion with 
the ref of their Neighbours. 

In ail theſe Caſes, you ſee, our 
Church is very cautious , and 
therefore no fear of ſuch an uni- 

E verſa! 
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verſal and promiſcuous idmiz 
tance to God's Table, as your Oh. 
jection ſluppoleth. She is not & 
prodigally laviſh as to caſt her 
Pearl to Swine, or give her Chil. 
drens Bread to Dogs. 

But though theſe caſes may li. 
tut, yet do they not at all leſſen 
our Dury. Let our circumſtances 
be what they will, yet to Do this, 
is fill our Duty. To continue 
therefore under theſe circumſtan- 
ces' muſt needs be fin , becauſe it 
hindereth us from doing that 
which 1s our duty, and to plead 
our excuſe for Non-Communion 
upon that ſcore, 1s to add finto 
ſin , and double that iniquity, 
which was too great before. 

What therefore is to be done 
this caſe ? but as ſpeedily as my 
be to put our ſelves out of thet 
circumſtances, that we may tif 
ſooner ſet about the pertorman 

of our Duty. Which w—_— 
; re 
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refuſeth or neglecteth to do, he 
doth plainly declare, that he hath 
a greater value for his own 1inor- 
dinate luſts , and debaucht pra- 
Atices, than for an holy Commu- 
nion with God and Chriſt. 
Pariſhioner. I am mighty well 
pleaſed to underſtand , That the 
Wiſdom and Piety of our Mo- 
ther, the Church of Ezg/azd, (in 


taking {o much care to guard the - 


Table of the Lord , and with ſo 
much caution to fence the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt , againſt the 
bold approaches of ignorant, pro- 
phane and wicked perſons) is far 
greater than I thought it had 
been, or than many will yet be- 
leve it is. But, Sir, I have fome- 
thing more ſtill , which, if I did 
not tear I had too much tired you 
already , I would gladly be fatiſ- 

fied in. 
Paſtor. No more of theſe Apo- 
logies, good Neighbour, if your 
E 2 own 
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own leiſure and patience will al. 
low it, mine will hold out. And 
therefore now we are together, 
and have fo fit an opportunity for 
it, ſpeak your whole mind, and 
ſpeak it freely , propound what 
ever {cruples you have, that 1 
may apply my ſelf to give you 
all the ſatisfattion I can. 

Pariſhioner. T humbly thank 
you, Str, for the freedom you are 
pleaſed to give me, which TI ſhall 
willingly make uſe of. 

The next thing I have to pro- 
pound 1s a matter of great weight, 
an ObjeQion that hath and fil 
doth very much ſtartle me, and 
I believe many others , which i 
you can clear, your ſo doing wil 
very much ſmooth the way, and 
encourage both me and them to 
communicate with you. _ 

0bj. 3. St. Paul exprelly fait, 
He that eateth and drinketh un 


thily, eateth and drinketh — 
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to himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's 
Body, 1 Cor. 11. 29. Now, Sir, I 
do not find my ſelf worthy, and 
I hope you would not have m2 to 
eat and drink my own Damna- 
tion ? 

Paſtor. This Scripture which 
you now Cite, hath been, and {till 
1s made very much ule of to de- 
ter and affright men from doing 
their duties, from communicating 
with the Church and People of 
God in this holy Ordinance. Some 
men who have uſurped the Pul- 
pit, and invaded the Ofice of the 
Miniſtry 1n our late unhappy 
times , have with ſo much zeal 
but little knowl2dge taken upon 
them to interpret the holy Scrip- 
tures, thar they have made them 


to ipeak other things than the ho-' 
ly ſpirit of God , or his Amanu-- 
enſes, the Prophets and Apoſtles: 


ever intended. And I &do not 
doubt but to make it plain to you, 
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that the Objection raiſed from 
this paſſage of St. Par! , is foun- 
ded in the miſunderſtandings of 
men, and not 1n the Text it elf, 
or the true and genuine ſenſe of 
the Apoſtle in this place. 

In order whereunto, I ſhall en- 
deavour to lay before you the 
plain meaning of St. Parl in this 
Text, and that by the reſolution 
of theſe two Enquiries. - 

Qs. 1, What 15 here meant by 
eating and drinking unworthuly ? 

#.2. Howand when menare 
faid to eat and drink their own 
Pamnation ? 

v. 1, What is here meant by 
eating and drinking unworthily ! 

Anſ. For Anſwer whereunto, 
let me premiſe , That the Wor- 
thineſs here ſpoken of doth not 
conſiſt in perfeQion, or in an ab- 
folute and unſinning obedience to 
all the Laws of God. For, if we 


were indeed thus perfe&t , we 
| ſhould 


_—— 
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ſhould have no need , or at leaſt 
not ſo much'need of this Sacra- 
ment. Since the firlt Adam in the 
ſtate of Innocency, none,lave on- 
ly the ſecond Adam the Lord 
Chriſt Jeſus, could ever juſtly 
olory in being thus qualified. 
Notwithſtanding the . vain pre- 
tenſions of ſome Enthuſiaſtical 
Cathariſts, this certainly is a 
thing which 15 not attainable in 
this life. For, A! have ſinned, 
faith St. Paul, Rome. 3. 23. cap. 5- 
12. There is none that doth good no 
zot oze, faith holy David, Pf. 14. 
3. The juſt man falleth ſeven times, 
laith the wiſe Solomon, Prov. 24. 
16. Aai if any man (ay, that he 


hath no (ia, he doth bat-deceive him- 


ſelf, and the truth is not in him, 


laith the Apoſtle Joha, 1 Joh. 1.8. 


From all which Scriptures, and 


many others which might be 


produced, wherein the terms are 
lo general , that they cannot but 
E 4 include 
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include all and every individual : 
it is plain and evident , that per: 
tection doth not belong to the 
preſent ſtate of Mankind. And 
if fo, then muſt we conclude, thar 
the great and wiſe God, and the 
holy and bleſſed Jeſus , have in- 
{tituted this Feaſt in vain, and 
g1ven out a command to no pur- 
pole. A Table indeed may be 
{pread, and richly furniſhed, but 
the rooms will be all empty ; for 
it none but thoſe who are pertett 
be worthy , there will none be 
found that are ſo. This therefore 
cannot be the meaning of the 
Apoſtle 1n this place. 

And as the worthineſs here ip0- 
ken of doth notconſiſt in perfeQt- 
on; z.e. inan intire and unfin- | 
ning obedience to the whole Law 
of God : So neither doth the ut- 
worthineſs here mentioned con- 
fiſt in imperfeCtion or ſin. It 
not every failing, not every we 

nels, 
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neſs, nor every lin, that preſent- 
ly renders men unworthy to be 
Gueſts at God's Table. For it 1o, 
then all mankind would be exclu- 
ded , becauſe all have ſinned, as 
appeareth from the Texts already 
quoted. And conſequently the 
Table of the Lord would be as 
empty , and this great Feaſt as 
much want Gueits upon this ac- 
count as upon the other. But this 
is ſo far from being the ſenſe of 
the Apoſtle here, that it 15 quite 
contrary to it. For, as Chriſt 
came into the World purpolcly to 
iave Sinners, ſo did- he inſtitute 
his holy Supper for the fake of 
thoſe who were liable to ſin, and 
weak 1n the Faith ; that thereby 
they might be fortified againit 
the one, and {trengthened in tlic 
otner. Por any one to fay then, 
I ama Sinner, and therefore Un- 
worthy , is a falſe conſequence. 
For, 1t 15 not fin barely TT AB 
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obftinate and impenitent conti. 
Nuance 1n fin, that renders any 
one an unworthy Gueſt at God"; 
Table , as I ſhall ſhow you here. 
aſter. 

From this account of this Text, 
you lee plain, that there are ſome 
who have no pretence to perte- 
Cticn in this life, and yet in God's 
account are eſteemed worthy 
Communicants. And of fuci an 
one I fall give you this ſhort 
Character, which may ſerve asa 
Teſt to try your own worthy- 
neſs by. p 

To be a worthy Gueſt at God's 
Tabte, 1s, not to be without fin, 
but to be ſenſible of fin, and for- 
rowful for it; one who doth hun- 
ger and thirſt after righteouſne!s; 
one who doth earneſtly deſire U- 
nion and Communion witl 
Chriſt , eſpecially in this: holy 
Feaſt ; One who 1s truly ſenſibe 
of, and as truly thankful for, whr 
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the bleſſed Jeſus hath done and 
ſuffered for him ; One who, up- 
on that conſideration, doth re- 
ſolve with himſelf, that as much 
3s in him lieth , he will for the 
future lead a new life, and live in 
all godly love and charity with 
all men. 

This, though ſhort, I take to 
be a full CharaQter of a worthy 
Gueſt at God's "Table. Which 


worthy diſpoſition may very well 


conſifſt with many and great 
weakneſſes and imperfeCtions. 
This thus premiſed may ena- 
ble us to give a more dire an- 
wer to our firſt enquiry,and help 
us to diſcover , What it is to cat 
and drink unworthily ? 
 Toeat and drink unworthily 
in the Apoſtle's ſenſe, doth there- 
tore imply theſe things. 
1. Tocome to the Lord's Sup- 
per with low and mean thoughts 
at it, being either ignorant what 
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it 15,. or if in ſome meaſure know. 
ing,. yet are they. willing to put a 
flight and contempt uponit ; The 
former of theſe. are indeed the 
more pityable , but neither the 
one. nor the other are excufable; 
bath of them, in St. Pauls ſenſe, 
may be truly ſaid to cat and drink 
unworthily. 'Fhe one contented- | 
iy. fitteth down under fuch cir 
cumitances. that he cannot; and 
the other-, if: he can,. will. not 
make any. difference. between ths 
Table of the Lord,and their own; 
between this- great and holy | 
Feaſt , and a common and ord: 
nary.meal and repaſt. This is that 
for which St. Pas! reproveth the 
Church of Coriath,. 1 Cor. 11.% | 
29, 21, 22. faying, When je-com 
together into one place, this 45 not 
eat the Lord's Supper. Tor tne | 
ing every one taketh before oth! | 
vis own Supper , aud one 1 hur- 
ory, and another is druakl 
Whit, 
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What , have ye not Houſes to eat 
and drink in ? Or deſpiſe ye the 
Church of God , and ſhame them 
that have not ? What ſhall T ſay 
to you ? Shall 1 praiſe you in 
this? IT praiſe you not. This 1s 
to come tothe Lord's Table with- 
out Faith or Fear ; neither belie« 
ving nor remembring- what the 
bleſſed Jelus hath done and ſuf- 
fered for them, of which at this 
Feaſt they ought to make a grate- 
ful and ſolemn Commemoration. 
1 (or. 11. 24. This is to ap- 
proach thereunto without that 
due regard and reverence that be+ 
cometh them , and befittech the 
action they are about:; not once 
conſidering with whom, or upon 
what they are to feaſt. And this 
1S part, it not ail, that St. Paul 
deſigneth in thoſe. words. which 
he addeth in the cloſe of this 


Text, not diſcerning the Lords 
Boa... 
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2. Toeat and drink unworthi- 
ly, 1s, to come to the Lord's Sy 
per without a due ſenſe of fin, 
without a juſt remorſe, a godly 
ſorrow, and an unfeigned repen- 
tance for it. For, as I before hin. 
ted to you, it 15 not fin barely,but 
an obſtinate and impenitent con- 
tinuance 1n ſin that maketh men 
unwelcome gueſts at God's Tx 
ble: 1 the wicked will turn from al 
his fins that he hath committed, and 
keep all my ſtatutes, and do tha 
which is lawful and right , he ſhal 
farely live, he ſhall not die. All his 
tranſareſſions that he hath commit- 
ted, they ſhall not be mentioned ut- 
zo him; in his righteouſneſs that 
he hath done , he ſhall live, faith 
the Lord, Ezek. 18. v.21, 22. 4 
broken and contrite heart, God wil 
zever deſpiſe, Pſ. 51.17. 1 might, 
if it were needful, produce many 
other Texts to this purpoſe, for 


the holy Scripture is full of fuch | 
| pallages 


———_——— 


paſſages as ſpeak the goodneſs 
and mercy of God to repenting 
and returning Sinners, how ready 
he is to receive them , how he 
openeth his arms to embrace 
them , and how kindly he bids 
them wellcome. If the Prodigal 
can but think of returning to his 
Father , his Father will prevent 
him, and run to meet him, Lk. 
15. 18, 19, 20. Turn unto me,and 
1 will turn unto you, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, Zech. 1. 3. 

But though God be thus kind 
and gracious to the Penitent, yet 
will he be fevere and inexorable 
to the obſtinate and impenitent. 
If men. will fin with an high 
hand, and go on therein without 
once reflecting upon what the 


do or have done ; If they will ſtill 


perſevere in wickedneſs againſt 
all the admonitions of God, and 
checks of their own Conſciences ; 
If they be reſolved to indulge 
| theuw 
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their luſtful appetites ,- and inor- 
dinate affeQions , and not to he 
reclaimed therefrom ; If againſt 
the judgment of the Church, and 
the plain evidence of Scripture 
and reaſon , they will reje& the 
Truth, and e{pouie and defend 
Errours and Hereſies ; If they 
give themſelves over to ſtrife and 
contention, to promote malice 
and hatred, to diſturb their own 
and the peace of that Church and 
| fate 1n which they live. Whe 
can ſuch men expett , but a certain 
fearful looking for of jr1dament,-and 
fiery indignation to devour them * 
Hebr. 10. wv. 26, 27. There 1s no 
thing doth more ſurely forteit the 
kindneſs and mercy of God, nor 
any thing that doth more certain 
ly treaſure up to it ſelf”, wrath & 
nſt the day of wrath, than a8 
hard and impenitent heart, Run. 
[IMUS 2.5. AS impenitency 1s a Certaih 
IAB: bar to Man's Salvation , 10 _ | 
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to his participation of this holy 
Feaſt. For, to come to the Lord's 
Supper without a due ſenſe of ſin 
and ſorrow for it, is to go about 
to join righteouſneſs with unrighte- 
oufſneſs, to mix light with darkneff, 
and to lodge Chriſt with Belial, 2 
Cor. 6. V. T4, I5- 

2. To cat and drink unwor- 
thily, 15, to come to the Lord's 
Supper without Charity. If thox 
bring thy gift to the Altar,and there 
remembreſt that thy brother hath 
onzht againſt thee; leave there thine 
as before the Altar, and go thy 
way ; firſt be reconciled to thy bro- 
ther, and then come and offer thy 
gift, Matth. 5. v. 23, 24. Thus 
counſel proceedeth from the un- 
erring wiſdom of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
wherein he doth plainly intimate 
how vain it is to expett, that God 
will accept an offering at our 
hands, whilſt our hearts are fl- 
&d with malice and hatred to our 
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Brethren. Love to God and loye 
ro the Brethren , are qualificat- 
ons indiſpenſibly neceſfary in e 
very one, who will be a worthy 
Gueſt at God's Table; and ne- 
ther of theſecan wellconſiſt with- 
out the other. 1f a maz ſay, T love 
God, and hateth his brother, he is a 
Liar : for, he that loveth not his bro- | 
ther whom he hath ſeen, how can he 

love God , whom he hath not ſees ? 
And this (ommanadment have 


from him, that he who loveth God, 


love his brother alſo , 1 John 4 v. 
20, 21. Now who they are that 
come without Charity , will bel 
appear, if we conſider that noble 
Character which St. Paul giveti 
of it, and compare their manner 
of addreſs therewith. Are men 
impatient under fufferings * At 
they apt to murmur and repute 
at the diſpenfations of Divine Pro- 
vidence , touching the ordering 
and governance of perſons and | 
thing 
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things in this World ? Are they 
moroſe and unſociable ? Are they 
over-tenacious , unfriendly , and 
unliberal ? This betrayeth their 
want of Charity. For, Charity 
ſuffereth long,and is kind. Are men 
apt to be envious at the happy 
eſtate of their Brethren ! Do they 
look with an evil Eye upon the 
proſperity of others ? Do they 
macerate and walſt themſelves 
with vexing at the welltare of o- 
ther men ? 'Fhis ſpeaketh them 
ſtrangers to- this excellent grace ; 
tor, (harity exvyeth not, 1 Cor. 
13.4. Are men proud and haugh- 
ty? Do they love to be. the 
Trumpeters of their own praiſe, 
and the proclaimers of their own 
worth ! Are they apt to ſwell and 
be pufted up with the conceit of 
their own excellency ? Do they 
entertain ſo high an opinion of 
themſelves, and their own virtue 
and goodneſs,that they look with 
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mm 


icorn and contempt upon all 6 

thers ? Are they unwilling tobe 

indebted even to God himſelf, or 

to his mercy and bleffing, or to 

any thing elſe , but only them- | 
ſelves, for their ſucceſs in all 

things ? This bewrayeth their | 
want of love and Charity. For, 
Charity vaunteth not it ſelf, is ni 
puffed up. Are men cenlorious and 
contumelious ? Are they Railers, 
Revilers, DetraCters and Backbi- 
ters of others? Do they lovets 
betray the ſecrets, dilcloſe the 
faults, and expoſe the perſons d 
others to contempt and ſcorn! 
Can they pleaſe themſelves, wit 
being unhandſome, rude, and ut 
mannerly ? This ſhoweth hov 
empty they are of Love and Cl 
rity ; For, Charity doth not bebss 
it ſelf nnſeemly, v. 5. Are = 
wholly devoted to themſelvs' 
Are they altogether led and aQes 
by the.diQtates of their own 0, 
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eſt ? Can they lay aſide all care 
and concern for the good of that 
Community in which they live ? 
Can they be content that all pub- 
lick good ſhould truckle and give 
place to their private profit and 
advantage? Are they lo much in 
love with themſelves, that they 
love nothing beſides, or in com- 
pariſon with themſelves ? This 
plainly ſhows, that they have no 
true Love and Charity in them, 
For, (Charity ſeeketh not her own. 
Are men paſhonate and ſuſpici- 
ous! Are their paſſions quickly 
raiſed, but when up, ſo ungo- 
vernable that they are not ealily 
Jaid again? Are they apt to take 
fire at every ſpark, and be offen- 
ded even with innocence it {-1f, 
if it happen to run counter to 
their humours and inclinations ? 
Are they fo jealous and ſuſpici- 
us, that every buſh is taken for 
a Bugbear ? that nothing, though 
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never {o good , Can Occur, in 
which they do not ſuſpe& ſome 
hidden evil, or ſecret miſchief 
deſign'd againſt them ; This is 
directly contrary to the rules of 
true Charity, For, Charity is an 
eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil. 
Are men carnal, fold under fin! 
Rom. 7. 14. Do they love to walk | 
in the vanity of their minds ? Are 
their underſtandings ſo darkened, 
that they are become Aliens from 
the lite of God , through the ig- 
norance that is in them ? Are 
they paſt feeling, and have given 
themſelves over unto laſciviow- 
neſs , to work all uncleanneſs with 
greedineſs ? Eph. 4. v. 17, 18,19. 
Do they love to ſpeak lies throw 
hypocrifie , having their Conſciencs 
ſeared with an hot iron 2 1 T1142 
Do they rejoice to do evil, and at- 
light in the frowardneſs of the wich 
ed? Prov. 2. 14. Are they ſobedt 


upon wickedneſs, that they "_ 
po 
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not fleep except they have done 
evil, and their ſleep departeth from 
them, unleſs they have cauſed ſome to 
fall? Prov. 4. 16. This 1s a tem- 
r far different from that of true 
Charity ; For, (Charity rejoyceth not 
in iniquity, but rejoyceth in the truth, 
v. 6. Are men impatient of inju- 
ries, and cannot bear the leaſt 
affront ? Are they diffident and 
diſtruſtful of all things propoun- 
ded to them , either by God or 
Man ? Have they no proſpett of 
a future ſtate, nor can hope for 
any thing but what 1s before their 
Eyes , and within the reach of 
their ſenſes in this life ? This 
plainly demonſtrateth that they 
are {trangers to this excellent 
pac of Charity ; For, Charity 
eareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things, V. 7. 
Thus have I ſhown you who 
they are that come to the Lord's 
SUPPETL 
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Supper without Charity ; andy 
this and the two preceding rule, 
you may plainly perceive what 
St. Paul meaneth, when he ſj 
of cating and drinking unwor. | 
thily. Now it either you, or any 
other be really thus unworthy, it 
will nearly concern both you and 
them to conſider what you do. It | 
will not be ſafe for you to ap- 
proach this holy Table with ſuch 
unworthineſs about you. But 
hope better things of you , and 
that upon this account you wil 
have no juſt cauſe to abſent your 
ſelf from this holy Feaſt. | 
Pariſhiozer. T heartily thank 
you, Sir, for the pains you have 
raken to reQify my miſunder- 
ſtanding, and inform me better. 
I bleſs God I have no ſuch lov 
and mean thoughts of this Hay | 
venly Banquet ; and though [ 
confeſs I am a Sinner, yet am | 
heartily ſorry for my ſins ; thoug 
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dy [ am not ſo charitable as I ought, 
8, yet am I not {ſuch a ſtranger to it, 
Wt as you have now deſcribed. And 


therefore, if other obſtacles be re- 
O- | moved, I do believe I ſhall not 


any hereafter abſent my ſelf upon this 
it | account. I am ſorry that I have 
” interrupted you , but I could not 
\'Y Wm 


forbear to teſtify my ſatisfaction 
WP in what you have ſaid ; And now 


ſuc Sjr, I beſeech you proceed to ex- 
gr plain the other part of this Text, 
an 


Wn by reſolving that other enquiry, 
| will © 94g. 
your Qs. 2. How and when men 
' arefaidtocat anddrink their own 
thaik Damnation? 
x have Paſtor. I ſhall endeavour witi! 
undet- all readineſs, and as much plein- 
neſs, to make good my promitz, 
and pratify your defire, in the 
s Ha reſolution of this enquiry alſo. 
ugh! And in order thereuntco let me 
t am | premiſe this in the general, viz. 
rhoup? That the puniſhment of un- 
[ I worthy 
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worthy Communicants differert, 
according to the different deprees 
of their unworthinelſs. 
x. Some there are who come 
to theſe holy myſteries without 
any Faith, or any repentance, or 
any Charity at all. So Infidels or 
 Unbelievers, Reprobates, Hypo- 
crites and inveterate Sinners | 
come. Now thoſe who thus pre- 
ſume to approach this holy table, 
they in the ſtricteſt ſenſe may be 
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Wikis truly ſaid ro be guilty of the body 
X 1,495; þ ard blood of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 11. 27. 
he 0uk z.e. "They are as much guilty of 
{JRRUE. his Death, as thoſe who Cruciked 
ſ TOR: him in the fleſh. Theſe have no 
HEM more value for the blood of Chrilt 
HUITEE than thoſe had ; and therefore 
ral may expeCt to be as ſeverely pi 
REES niſhed as they were or ſhall bx. 


The Death of Chriſt will be unto 
them a {favour of Death unto 
Death, not of Life unto Life. The 


Apoſtle's Argument is of gr 
weight 
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weight in this caſe. He that deſpr- 
ſed Moſes his law, died without mer- 
cy under two or three witneſſes. Of 
how much ſorer puniſhment ther, 
ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be worthy , who 
treadeth under foot the ſon of God, 
and counteth the blood of the Cove- 
nant wherewith he was ſanttified, an 
unholy thing, and doth deſpite to the 
ſpirit of grace, Hebr. 10. v. 28,29. 
Theſe are all compriſed under 
that one general expreſſion , He 
that believeth ot, and of fuch an 
one our Saviour ſaith, H: ſhall be 
damned, yomux extnoemur, Mark 16. 
16. Thoſe therefore, who being 
thus unworthy , do preſume to 
come to theLord's Table,they pro- 
phane this holy Feaſt, they tram- 
ple under foot the blood of the 
Covenant, they are guilty of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt , and 
may 1n the ſtriteſt ſence, be ſaid 
to eat and drink their own dam- 
nation, But I do not take this to 
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be the meaning of the Apoſtle in 
this place. 


2. Some Come to the Lord'; 
Supper, who, though they have 
ſome {mall glimmerings, ſome 
little knowledge, yet do they not 
lo well diſcern the Lord's Body as 
tacy ought; who, though they 
have Faith, yet is their Faith {6 


weak and languid, fo low and 


taint, that it doth not ſo power: 
tully work by love and repentance 
as 1t ought; who do not fo well 
diicern the myſtical Bread in this 
Sacrament from common focd, 
and therefore with too much 
rudenels, and too little reverence | 
approach thereunto. Now fuch | 
is the goodneſs and mercy @ | 
God, that he is always willing to | 
pity the weakneſles and intim: 
ries of his people. If there be 
but ſome beginnings of graG, 
ſome weak efforts , and faint 0 
fires to do their dutics, he of \/ 
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far from diſcouraging, that he is 
willing rather to encourage them 
therein, that in time they may do 
better ; He will zot break the bruiſed 
reed, nor quench the {ſmoaking flax, 
Matth. 12. 20. If there be but 4 
willing mind, it will be accepted, ac- 
cording to that a man hath, and not 
according to that he hath not, 2 Cor. 
8.12. But if men be not ſo care- 
tul as they ought, to reCtify their 
miſtakes in time,and amend their 
doings; then God is pleaſed 
ſometimes by Diſcipline and cor-- 
rection to inform them better, to 
ſhow them the folly of their do- 
ings, and reduce them into the 
right way. And this, I conceive 
to be all that is imported in that 
Word , which our Tranſlators 


have rendered , Damnation 5 In 
this place. 


To make this good , I ſhall 
conſider both the ſignification of 
the word here uſed , and the de- 
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{ign of the Apoſtle in uſing of it. 

There are two words made uſe 
of by St. Pa! in this Chapter. 
The former of which (ea) 
ts properly rendred Judzment,and 
the latter (xamxeua) Damnation 
or Condemnation. Now It is the 
tormer of theſe words that is uſed 
in this Text, which is not ſo well 
rendered as it might have heen, 
For, 1t doth not import the Judg- 
ment of Eternal Damnation, (as 
{ome would underſtand it) but 
only a Temporal puniſhment, 
F which God is pleaſed ſometimes 
TULR to 1aflict upon Believers , to cor- 

| e& what is amiſs in them, and | 
ſtir them up the better to prepare 
themſelves for the performance | 
of their duties. That ſuch kind | 
of puniſhments were more tre- 
by quent in the primitive tunes of 
ly Chriſtianity , 1s ſufficiently ev 
| dent from the Writers of thok 


"TY times. And that thus 1s St. "oy 
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ſenſe here, is plain from the fol- 
lowing words : For this cauſe 
many are weak and ſick among 
you, and many ſleep, v. 3o. But 
more plainly from the 32 Verſe, 
where St. Pax! himſelf diitin- 
guiſheth the two ſorts of Judg- 
ments, ſaying, When we are 
Judged (zerop3o), we are chaſt- 
ened of the Lord ; becauſe we 
ſhould not be condemned (ygam- 
xerlapy) with the World. 
Whence it 1s very plain and evi- 
dent , that the word, which 1s 
here rendered Damaation, imports 
no more but a judgment of Cor- 
rection or Diſcipline for our good. 
And even that alſo may be pre- 
vented 1f we will take the right 
courſe. In order whereunto, St. 
Pay preſcribeth us a moſt excel- 
lent rule. For, faith he, If we 
would judge our ſelves, we ſhould not 
be judged, v. 31. Now what he 
meaneth by judging our ſelves, is 

F 4 plain. 
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plain from the 28 Yerſe, where 
he ſaith, Let a man examine him- 
ſelf, and ſo ket him eat of this bread, 
and drink of this Cup. 

TI have now contidered and ex- 
plained this Text of Scripture, | 
which , I fear, hath heretofore 
been made ule of by ſome to very 
ill purpoſes ; and ſet up as a Mor- 
0 to aftright many well-mean- 
ng people trom their duties. By 
vertue of this Text , ill under- 
fitood, and worſe applyed: ; the 
Peace of the Church hath been 
difturbed, the. Bond of Union bro- | 
ken, and thoſe who ſhould have | 
lived together in love and amity, 
like Fellow Citizens, and Mem- 
bers of the ſame Family , have 
been crumbled into Parties and 
Factions. Chriſtians have hereby 
been divided , not only in their 
judgments but affeftions , ſmall 
differences at firſt have been im- 
proved into. Schiſms and Separe- 
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tions - and thoſe have produced 
{uch heats and animohities , that 
the unity of the Spirit , which 
ſhould have been kept in the Bond 
of Peace, hath thereby been dif- 
ſolved ; and the Seamlels-Coat of 
Chriſt Jeſus hath been rent afun- 
der, I cannot believe that Zeal 
and Ignorance had the only hand 
in this buſineſs , but that there 
muſt be a great deal of malice 
joined with tzem.; Thoſe who 
pretended to be your Guides 
could not but know better, and 
therefore mult on fer purpole im- 
pole upon themſelves and: you, 
that underhand they might the 
better carry on their deſigns up- 
on Religion and the Church of 
God; In which they have been 
but too proſperous : Inſtead. of 
the ſubſtance, the ſhadow of Re- 

ton was only left us; inſtead 
of Order and Diſcipline, nothing 
but diſorder and contuſion was to 
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be {een among us ; Every one {ct- 
ting up for himſelf, and drawing 
Parties and FaQtions after him. 
And from whence came all this, 
but from our breach of Union and 
Communion with that Church, 
of which God had made us Mem- 
bers ? 

But when you have ſeriouſly 
conſidered what I have now aid, 
F hope you will find the Maſque 
taken off, and that this Text hath 
ao ſuch frightful viſage as ſome 
have put upon it, and in which 
they have formerly repreſented it 
toyou; that it is ſo far from dil- 
couraging any in their commu- 
nicating with the Church in this 
holy Ordinance, that it 1s rather 
2 great enforcement of their 
Duty. 

And now having thus cleared 
the way, by explaining this Text 
of Scripture to you; for the more 
ealy remoyal, or prevention & 
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that Objetion which is uſually 
raiſed therefrom, let me ask you, 
or rather let me defire you to ask 
your ſelf a few Queſtions. 

1. When God calls, Whether 
it be fit for you , or me, or any 
of us, to ſay we arc not ready ? 
When he commaiideth to Do ths, 
whether it will ſuffice us to ſay, 
We cannot do it as we ought, and 
therefore we will not do it at all ? 
Let me put you a plain Cale, and 
pray conſider of it; You are the 
Maſter of a Family,and you com- 
mand one of your Servants to do. 
this: he Anſwereth, he cannot do 
it to pleaſe you, and therefore he 
will not go about to do it at all. 
You command another to do the 
lame thing, and he anſwereth, he 
cannot do it fo well as he ſhould, 
but in obedience to your com- 
_ « ay hen it as well as he 
an, and he Nhopeth you will be 
pleaſed with his tor Dont 
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Which of theſe two would YOu 

account the better, and more ac- 

ceptable Servant? I do not doubt 

but that. you. would prefer the 

tter. Well, this is your very 

Caſe; God Commands you to Ds 

thzs; though you cannot do it ſo 

welt. as you ſhould , yet do it as 

wellas youcan; by fo doing you 
obey. the Command .of God, who 

KnowsS-your: infirmities , and in- 
fad of puniſhing will pity them. 

Fhbough God expeCt all that we 
can-do for him, yet he expeas 
mo. more than we can do. For, if 
#bere be-firſt a willing mind, it is ac- 
cepted accoraing to that a man hath, 
rot: according to that. he nath not, 2 
Cor. 8. x2: 

2;:. Whether it be-not a thing 
certain',. that you and I and at 
men; muſt- once die? and if 1o, 
Whether: we -ſhall not: then be 
<alled to an account. for the doing 
£©r:n0t doing of this duty ? There 

is 


ſ | 
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is an appointed time for all men once 
| to die, and after that the Judgment, 
' Hebr. 9. 27. At which time, -f 
men muſt receive the things done in 
the body , according to that he hath 
gone, whether it be good or bad, 2 
; {1 C0r-.$- 10- 


. |} 3. Whether any of us know 
| the time, when we muſt die? if 
z | not, it may be this moment as 
- | wellasthe next, and if webe not 
| fit to receive the Sacrament, we 
2 | arenot fit todie; and it we be ta- 


s | Kenin the at of diſobedience to a 
f | known command , what can we 
;- | expe}, but a fearful looking for 
þ,, \ Of Judgment, and fiery indigna- 
2 tion to devour us ? 

4. What is the reaſon that we 
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& | Te not fitted and prepared for Bi 
il ; thisholy Sacrament? Is the fault 810 
0, ! m God or Chriſt? No, they | 
be | kindly invite, and command us Vl 
15 . Wo, to:do.our duties , and this 5. 
_ duty. in particular.. Is it in the [1 
2s | Sacrament: mf 
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Sacrament it ſelf ? No, that is 
ready ©» nk for us. TIs it in 
the Miniſters who are employed 
about theſe holy things ? No, 
they in the name of God and 
Chriſt, doecarneſtly invite and in- 
treat us, and are ready to deliver 
the ſame unto us. If therefore we 
are unfit and unprepared , the 
fault muſt be 1n our ſelves, and 
what 1s this , but to double our 
guilt , by doubling our ſin ? z.e. 
by diſobeying the Command of 
God , and perlſevering 1n ſo do- 
ing, to contract a greater guilt. 
When you have asked your 
{elf theſc Queſtions, and ſerioully 
conſidered what anſwer 1s to be 
given unto them ; then be advr 
fed ſerioully to ponder, Whether 
this Plea of unfitneſs and unpre- 


paredneſs will ſtand you in any | 


ftcad at the Day of Judgment * 
When that great Day of the 


Lord ſhall come, (as none of us 
knows 


| 


— —{ 
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knows how ſoon it may come) 
when the Books ſhall be opened, 
and the Conſciences of all men 
diſplayed, when every thing {hall 
be open and bare before the great 
Judge of Heaven and Earth, then 
will you wiſh, when it 15 too 
late, that you had been more 
careful and conſcientious 1n the 
diſcharge of your duties, and 
more complying with God and 
Chrilt in the obſervation of their 
Commands. Then will you wiſh 
that you had your Laves to live 
over again , that you had once 
more thoſe opportunities offered, 
whuch you have ſo often {lighted 
and negle&ted. "Then will you 
wiſh that you were but once 
more 1avited, and once more ad- 
mitted to feaſt with God and 
Chriſt, How would you then 
improve the opportunity ! You 
would certainly fo beſtir your 
ves, that every moment ſhould 
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be a ſtep toward Heaven ang 
 Happinels. 

Conſider this therefore whilf 
you have yet time, neglett not 
your preſent opportunities. Re- 
member, Opportunity 1s bald be. 
hind, it 1s not eaſily retrieved af- 
ter it 1s once paſled by us. Let it 
therefore be your care, whilſt it 
15 called to day, 1o to improve e- 
very occaſion offered, that when 
God ſhall call, you may be ready 
to go, and take poſſeſſion of that 
Eternal Inheritance prepared for 
you in Heaven. 

Pariſhioner. Sir , T have with | 
great ſatisfaction attended to your 
Diſcourſe, and have great reaſon 
to thank you for the pains you | 
have taken to reQtify my judg- |, 
ment in this particular. I do 
plainly find, T have been too much 
impoſed upon , and for want of | 
conſidering fo well as I ougit, 
have blindly ſwallowed: that | 

which | 


__———_ 
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which I ought not. But being 
better inſtructed , I hope for the 
fiture I ſhall be more careful, 
and make it my buſineſs to be 
always ready to do my duty, 
when God ſhall pleaſe to give me 
an opportunity. 

Paſtor. T ſhall think my ſelf 
very happy, Neighbour Pariſh:- 
oper, if, either this Diſcourſe, or 
any other weak endeavour of 
mine , ſhall, by God's bleſſing 
thereupon, prove inſtrumental to 
reduce you, or any of my People, 
to your duties, and. to direQ you 
n the right way to Heaven and 
Happineſs. To do all the good 
Fcan in this ſtation, wherein God 
hath placed me, I know and ac- 
knowledge to be my duty; and 
1 the performance thereof, I bleſs 
God, 1 am willing to ſpend and 
be ſpent, to lay out all my 
irength , and all thoſe abilities 
which. he hath been pleaſed to 


endow 


_ — — _ 
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endow me With. I am never bet- 
_ ter pleaſed, than when thus em. 
ployed , either in reſolving the 
doubts, or otherwiſe inſtruQing 
thoſe committed to my care and 
charge. And therefore, if you 
have any thing more to oiter, let 
us not loſe the opportunity ; pro- 
pound 1t freely, and 1 will endea- 
vour with as much clearneſs as 
poſſible to reſolve you. 

Obj. 4. Pariſbioner. Sir, T have 
heard ſome ſ{cruple the poſture in 
which we are required to receive 
the Sacrament, viz. Kneeling, 
fearing leſt there ſhould be either 
Superſtition or Idolatry, or both 
in it. And I muſt confeſs it hati 
very much ſtartled me , nor am * 
I yet thoroughly ſatisfied & | 
bout it. 

Paſtor. Our Church in her Ap- 
pendix to the Rubrick, after the 
Communion-Service , hath ve) | 
well obviated this objeQtion, 6 | 


__——»D_— 
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ſhe there declareth two things: 

1. That no adoration 1s here- 
by intended ; nor ought to be 
done, either to the Sacramental 
Bread and Wine there Bodily re- 
ceived; or to any corporal pre- 
ſence of Chriſt's natural fleſh and 
blood. For, 1. She declareth, that 
the Sacramental Bread and Wine 
do remain {till 1n their very na- 
tural ſubſtances, and therefore 
ought not to be adored ; for, that 
were Idolatry to be abhorred by 
al faithful Chriſtians. 2. That the 
natural Body and Blood of our Sa- 
viour Chriſt, are in Heaven and 
not here ; It being againſt the 
truth of Chriſt's natural Body to 

at one time in more places 


than one. 


2. That this poſture is only 
meant, 1. To ſignify thereby 
our humble and grateful acknow- 
ledgment of the benefits ofChriſt, 

en given to all worthy Re- 
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ceivers. 2. To prevent ſuch pro- 
fanation and diſorder 1n the holy 
Communion, as might otherwit 
enſue. 

Now after {uch a plain Decla 
ration as this, one would think, 
there ſhould be no room lefi for 
{uch tears and jealoufies. 

Pariſhioner. Indeed, Sir, Iam 
of your opinion,and had I known, 
thattheChurch had taken ſo much 
care to ſatisty her Members 1n this 
Caſe , I ſhould not have been io 
eaſily ſtartled as I was. But I fee, | 
I have -been more than one way 
impoſed upon 3 every thing that 
may ſerve to affright hath been 
ſet before us ; but whatſoever 
might ſerve to ſatisfy, hath been | 
carefully concealed from us. 

Paſtor. The Art of Legerdemais 
15 one of the great Maiter- -pieces 
whereby thoſe of the Separation 
have carried on their def130s 
Without this they could = on 

1ave 


ENTER” 


— A —} I 6 _ 
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ave made ſuch rents and diviſi- 
= in the Church of God, and 
crumbled it into ſo many Parties 
and FaRions. This we have 
known long, and I am glad you 
now ſee 1t. 

Pariſhiozer. Sir, T bleſs God for 
this happy occaſion, and I hum- 
bly thank you for the pains you 
have taken to undeceive me 1n 
many things. And though I am 
already 1n a manner fatisfied as to 
the folly and vanity of this {cru- 
ple ; yet becauſe it makes a great 
noiſe among the Diſſenting Party, 
and is believed to have ſome 
weight in it ; and becauſe T would 
villingly be able to give ſome 
realonable account of what I do : 
| will beg the favour of you to 
furniſh me with an Anſwer to 
_ ObjeQtion. Which runneth 

us. | 

Kneel; © (lay they) is not the 
Polture in which cur Saviour gave 
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es 


the Sacrament to his Diſciples,and 
therefore 1t ought not to be im- 
poſed upon us. 

Paſtor. I commend your care 
and prudence in that you are fo 
defirous to be able to give an ac- 
count of what you do. And the 
better to enable you, I ſhall now 
conſider their Objettion. 

I willingly grant, that this is 
not the poſture in which the Di- 
{ciples received this holy Sacra- 
ment from the hands of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour. But then we may 
conſider, 

I. That as the poſture 1s not 


the ſame, ſo neither is the time 


nor place ; for, he gave it after 
Supper, we adminiſter it before 
Dinner ; He gave it in an upper 
Chamber in a private Houſe, we 
adminifter it publickly in the 
Church ; and yet there is no 
fault found with us for either of 
theſe. 

2. That 


—_—_S___ 
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2 That there is no word of 
Command in the whole inſtitu- 
tion of this Sacrament , for the 
obſervation either of the ſame po- 
ure, or the ſame time, or the 
ſame place. And therefore being 
things indifferent in their own na- 
ture, they are left to the wiſe and 
prudent determination of our Go- 
vernours. 

3. That as Kneeling 1s not the 
lame poſture, ſo neither is ſitting 
nor ſtanding , which are the po- 
ſtures our Objeters uſually con- 
tend for ; eſpecially fitting , as 
bang a Table-poſture. For, that 
oi the Diſciples, was a poſture of 

diſcumbency, lying or leaning up- 
0n Beds, with their heads in one 
anothers Boſomes ; which then 
Was, and ftill is the Table-poſture 
ot thoſe Eaſtern People ; and 
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But to furniſh you with a more 

full anſwer to this ObjeQtion, take | 
theſe conſiderations along with 
YOU. | 
' x. That time, place and po- 
ſture, are neceſlary circumſtances 
of every action. I cannot do any 
thing, but I muſt have {ome time 
and place to do it in, and be in 
{ome poſture of body when I 
do it. | | 

2. That though theſe circum- 
ſtances be neceſſary in the gene- 
ral, yet whether this or that 1n 
particular, is a thing inditterent 1n 
it ſelf, It there be no obligation 
upon me to this or that, Iam at 
liberty to uſe any one which 1 
{hall chink moſt convement. 

2. That the determination of 
this indifferency is left to the di 
cretion of thole, who are ethic 
to do, or direCt the doing of the 
ation. If it be a thing of choice, 
fo that I may either do, or not d0 

It, 
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NE. cate 
it, then Tam at liberty to do it 
in this or that manner, which I 
pleaſe. But if it be a thing pre- 
{cribed, ſo that I am necefſtated 
to do it, then am I to obſcrve the 
directions of him or them, who 
have power to preſcribe the attt- 
on, as to the manner of do- 
Ng It. 

4- That in ſacred ations the 
mo? humble poſture is moſt ſu- 
table for Creatures to their Crea- 
tor. If I be to pay my devotions 
and adorations unto God , that 
poſture which is moſt ſignificant 
of my humility , and doth beſt 
expreſs the ſenſe which I have of 
God's greatneſs in himſelf, and 
lus goodneſs towards me , will 
certainly be the molt ſutable aud 
becoming. \ 

5- That to determine which is 
0, is not left to every private 
perlon. For, if it were , then 

d we have * mzny opinions 
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as perſons, and as many poſtures 
as opinions ; and all thole obtry. 
ded upon us as the moſt fitting ; 
which, how great a diſorder and 
confuſion it would occaſion in the 
ſervice of God, you may, with- 
Þ 4/4 out conſulting an Oracle, eaſily 

+ divine. 

Þ $2: 6. That to prevent this confu- 
24+] ſion and diſorder, God hath left 
el | us to the direction of our Superi- 

R urs in theſe Caſes. And there- 
fore is it, that we are comman- | 
ded to obey them that are ſet over | 
15 , and ſubmit our ſelves, Hebr. 
17. 17. 

ITE 7. That ſince there muſt be 

M1 þ ſome poſture in which this holy 
{18 3 Sacrament 15 to be received, and | 
dr bh that thoſe whom God hath ſet 0 | 
| off ver us, have determined thus, we |, | 
{1k 2 ought without murmuring to 
{IH ſubmit our ſelves, and acquiek | 1 
(Ed 4 12 their determination. 

| 8. That if we deny them ob& | | 
bo, d1ence 


— 
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Jience in this and ſuch like caſes, 
we kave them nothing to do in 
the ſervice and worſhip of God. 
For, if the thing commanded be 
juſt and good, lawful and right, 
antecedent to their command, 
then ought we to do it, whether 
they command it or not. And it 
the thing be evil and unlawful, 
then we ought not to do it, 
though they ſhould command it ; 
for, in this caſe the rule holds 
good, Whether it be better to obey 
God or man, judge ye ? AQts 4. 19. 
5 that if we will not allow them 
tocommand and determine us in 
things indifferent, we muſt deny 
tiem any power and authority 
over us, and conſequently make 
tlus great Ordinance of God to bz 


' Yann and fooliſh. 


Theſe conſiderations duly 
weighed, and by your ſ{crious re- 
10ns upon them further im- 
froved, will, I hope, furniſh you 
G 2 with 
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with a {ufficient anſwer to this 
Obje&tion , and enable you to 
give a realonable account of what 
you do. : 

Pariſhioner. Sir, T am abun- 
dantly ſatisfied in what you have 
ſaid, I am now well providcd to 
give a reaſonable account of what 
i do my ſelf ; and do not doubt, | 
but by God's bleſſing upon my | 
endeavours to do ſome good upon : 
others too. TI have only one Ob- 
jeation more, which it I were as 
well ſatisfied in, as Lam in all the | 
other , I ſhould bid adieu to all 
{crupuloſity in this Caſe. 

Obj. 5. It is not thought fak 
to Communicate in a mix'd Cott 
gregation, in an Aſſembly mad: | 
up of gocd and bad, wicked 5 
well as godly perſons ; leſt by © 
doing we ſhould be partakers 
other mens ins. | 

Paſtor. 1 ſhall endeavour witl| 
as much plainneſs to give you | 

tistacuc 
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ticfaftion in this, as I have done 
in the other, and I hope {hall not 
fil in it. In order whereunto, it 
will be neceſſary rightly to un- 


derſtand the rrue ſtate of this. 


Caſe. There are two things 
which you ſeem to fear, v7z. 
Communicating in a mix'd Con- 
gregation , and being thereby 
made partakers of other mens 
fins. 1 ſhall conſider theſe ſ{eve- 
ally, and do not doubt but to 
make it evident , that this is a 
cauſeleſs fear ; and that thoſe who 
have taught you thus to ſcruple, 
have indeed made you afraid, 
where really no fear was. 

t. AS to the firſt part of the 
ObjeQion, which concerns Com- 
municating in a mix'd Congrega- 
un, an Aﬀembly made up of 
800d and bad ; the plain Engliſh 
Nt 15 no more than this. You 

Ve no mind to receive the Sa- 
"ment in the Company of thoſe, 
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whom you think not fo be {6 
good and holy as your ſelves. To 
cure which tumour, I ſhall offer 
theſe Conſiderations. 

1. Whether there be any So- 
Ciety 1n this World without ſuch 
a mixture ? z. e. Whether there 
be any {ſuch Afſembly of men, in 
which there are not ſome good, 
and ſome bad ? | 

2. Whether for any one to en- | 
tertain ſuch high thoughts of | 
himſelf, and ſuch low ones of & | 
thers, do not favour too much of | 
Phariſaical Pride and Infolence ! | 
and whether that be not as great 
a {in as any other ? 

2. Whether ſuch a temper of 
mind doth not beſpeak a man as 
unfit , if not more, than thoſe 
whom he judgeth to be fo un- 
worthy ? | 

4. Whether it be not the duty 
of all, who addreſs themſelves to 
this holy. Table, to lay aſide all 

proud 
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proud and over-weening theughts 
of themſelves, all low and mean 
thoughts of others, and with low- 
ly and humble minds to approach 
thereunto ? 

«. Whether this lowly and 
humble temper of mind doth not 
principally conſiſt in a deep ſenſe 
of our own fin and unworthinels ; 
in a due apprenenſion of God's 
greatneſs 1n. Iumſelf,and his good- 
nels towards us, notwithſtanding 
our unworthineſs ? And if {o, 
Whether, there can be any room 
left in ſuch an one- for low and 
mean thoughts of others ? 

6. If thole, who thus obje&, 
will deal truly and juſtly by 
themſelves __ others, I appeal 
to their own Conſciences, Whe- 
ther they do , or can know ſo 
much #worthin-{$ in any other 
man,as they may and muſt know 
n themſelves? And if ſo, then 

ve they no more cauſe to ſcru- 
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ple the Company of others, than 
others have to {cruple theirs. 

7. Whether the fame reafon 
will not hold in civil Converſa- 
tion , as well as ſacred Commu. 
nion ? And if fo, then mult they 
not converſe with any one, who 
either is, or whom they think ta 
be in a lower form of godlinels 
than themſclves. "They mult re- 
tire and live alone, they muſt turn 
Hermits, and forſake the Con- 
verſation of the World, becaule 
there is no Society of men to be 
found in it, in which there are 
not bad as well as good. 

8. Whether it be not a picce of 
great impertinence ( to ſay no 
worle ) for any one to concern 
himſelf with the worthineſs or 
unworthineſs of another $ Elpe- 
cially conſidering that grain and 
excellent rule, which St. Paz! 
hath preſcribed in this Caſe, Let 
4 man examine himſelf (not ano- 

ther). | 


{ 
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ther) and fo let him eat of this 
bread, and driak of this (up, 1 COr. 
L1. 28. £5 

Theſe things well confidered 
may ſuffice, 1 hope, to anſwer 
the firſt part of this obje&tion,and 
remove that ſcruple of receiving, 
theSacrament in a mix'd Congre- 
gation. But | | 

2. There is a greater danger 
yet, they are afraid left hereby 
they ſhould be made partakers. of 
other mens {1ns. 

This (if there were any thing 
1 it) would be a dangerous 
thing indeed. For, he that is a 
partaker of other mens ſins, ſhall 
certainty participate with them 
n the puniſhment due to thoſe 
ſins. But I do not queſtion but 
todemonſtrate to you, that even 
tis alſo is a cauſeleſs fear. For, 
there are but theſe five ways (that 
L know of) whereby one man 
may be. {aid to partake of another 
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man's ſias. 1. By counſelling or 
contriving ai evil aCtion. Or, 2, 
By conſenting to the counſel and 
contrivance of others in an evil 
thing. Or, 3. By abetting and 
encouraging men in evil doing, 
Or, 4. By connivin;; at the wick- 
ednels of men, when 1t 15 1n our 
power to prevent it. Or, 5. By 
joining and co-operating with 
them in their evik doing. 

Thus and only thas may one 
man become a partaker with ano- 
ther in his ſins. And how far 
theſe rules are applicable to our 
Caſe, I appeal to your own Con- 
{cience; But before you give 
your Verdi&, let me adviſe you 
to take theſe conſiderations along 
with. you. 

x. That the aQion you are 
now required to jcin in, 1s fo far 
from being evil , that it is good 
and very good ; being a duty ur 
cumbent upon you and all LY 

ans 
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ians by vertue of a Divine Com- 
mand. hn 

2. That it is one thing to join 
with others in a known duty,and 
another thing to join with them 
in a known {in. Theſe are caſes 
{> differeat, that to think of con- 
founding theſe together , were 
not only to put a torce upon our 
own , but to offzr an affront to 
the reaſon of all Mankind. We 
may as well attempt to bring the 
two Poles together, or to make 
Righteoulneſs and Unrightzouſ- 
neſs, Chriſt anc Bez:al, Faith and 
Infidelity ,. or the moſt contrary 
extreams, and moſt palpable con- 
tradictions to agree in one, as 
to make theſe to conſpire toge- 
ther. 

3. That in the performance of 
a common duty, every man 1s to 
be accountable tor him{elf, no one 
for another. That Jewiſh Proverb 
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have eaten ſowre grapes, and the chil. 
drens teeth are ſet on edge, Ezck.18, 
2:. For, the ſoul that ſinneth (hall 
die; the Sor ſhall not bear the ini. 
quity of the Father, neither ſhall the 
Father bear the iniquity of the Son: 
thee righteouſneſs of. the righteous 
ſhall. be upon him, and the wicked- \ 
neſs of the wicked ſhall be upon him. © 
ſelf, v. 20.. | 

4. That a:good:man doing his 
duty well, will be never the 
worle for the Company of one 
that doth ir ill; nor will he that 
doth. it ill be ever: the better for 
the Company of him that doth it | 
well.. Tadas was never the better, | 
for communicating: with the Di- 
{iples, nor. they. ever. the worſe 
for communicating with him. 

5.. That unleſs a man do, by | 
{ome one ar other of the ways be- * 
fore mentioned, join wath ano ' 
ther. in doing evil, there 1s 00 
tear. of his bciog partaker with 

, | him, 
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75 either. in. his fin or puniſh- 
nt. 

"Al which conſidered, may, I 
hope , be ſufficient to diſcharge. 
your mind of this fear, .and guard 
you againſt ſuch impreſſ1ons for 
the future, By this time, I ſup- 
poſe, you are ſenſible how much 
you have.bzen-1impoſed upon, and 
that without any juſt cauſe you. 
have been withheld from. the per- 
formance of a known and nece{- 
ary duty.. I pray God to forgive. 
them who have thus miſled you, 
and direct you. better for the time. 
to come, 

Pariſhioner. Sir, 1. am very ſen- 
lible now how great an errour 1 
have laboured under; I. bleſs God, 
and thank you for. it. I beg your. 
Prayers, and ſhall not fail to JOIN 
my own, that it may pleaſe God 
to pardon both me and them who 
have led me. into it. I am ſo well 


atisfied ,. that I hope I ſhall nor: 


hereafter 
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mm. 


hereaiter omit any opportunity 
of doing what I am commanded, 
Sir, I have given you a very great 
trouble, though you are pleaſed 
not to think it ſo ; You have ta- 
ken a great deal of pains, and to 
good purpoſe, for I am very well 
{atisfied, that all my icruples have 
been idle and ungrounded Cavils, 
and that I had no juſt caule to ſe- 
parate my ſelf from the Commu- 
nion of the Church, as I have hi- 
therto doae. But, Sir, may Il pre- 
fume to give you a little more 
trouble; You have removed my 
{cruples, and' now I deſire to be | 
admitted into Communion with | 
the Church, and am: reſolved (by | 
the bleſſing of God) to walk or- | 
derly and peaceably therein. It | 
therefore you will pleaſe to fur- , 
mſh me with ſome ſhort rules, 
which may dire me in my pre- | 
paration for this holy Ordinance, 


and inſtru me how to behave 
my 
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my felf both then and afterwards; 


you will greatly oblige me, and I 


ſhall make it my buſineſs to ob- 
ſerve them. 

Paſtor. I ſhall very readily and 
willingly comply with your de- 
fire, and: think it no trouble at 
all. I am fo far from thinking 1t 
ſo, that I look upon it as my du- 
ty, and am mighty well pleaſed 
when I meet with an epportuni- 
ty of doing it : ſo well, that I 
could heartily wiſh , that thoſe 
whom God hath committed. to 
my charge, would often give me 
this occaſion.. And'to fatisfy you: 
tiat theſe are my real thoughts, I 
hall now apply my ſelf to anſwer 
your deſire, by giving you the 
belt rules and dire&tions that I 
can in this Caſe. And to render 


them the more efeQual, I ſhall- 
obſerve the method propounded 


by your ſelf , and endeavour to 
W you, 
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rt. What is required of thoſe 
who- come ' to the Lord's Sup- 
per ! 

2. How they ought to demean 
and behave themſelves when 
there ? 

2. What will be expeQed from 


them afterwards ? 


r. What 1s: required of them 
who come to the. Lord's Sup- 
per ? 

Azf.. Our Church hath given a 
ſhort but very full Anſwer to this 
Queſtion , which is this , They 
are required to Cxa- 
_— ta ner whe- 
ther they truly repent them of 
their former ſins, ſtedfaſtly pur- 
poſing to lead a new Life, havea 
lively Faith in God's mercy 
through Chriſt,. with a thankful 
remembrance of his Death, and 
be in Charity with all men. 
Which Anſwer is founded _ 
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chat excellent R ule laid down by 


o+ Paul in this Cale. Let a max 
examine himelf, and /o let him eat 
of this bread, and drink of this (up, 
i Cor. 11. 25. 
To examine ones ſelf, 1mports 
2 ſerious, diligent and impartial 
Tryal, in order to amendment 
and reformation. A tranſitory 
glance upon the ſeveral Occurren- 
ces of our lives, or a general ſur- 
yey of what we do or have done, 
will not ſerve the turn ; but we 
muſt make a particular ſearch 
and ſcrutiny into our ſeveral aQti- 
ons, and the ſeveral circumſtan- 
ces, wherewith they have been 
attended; We muſt conſider from 
what principle, and by what rule 
ve have alted, and to what end 
our ations have tended ; and ap- 
ply theſe to thoſe ſeveral and re- 
lpeQtive duties we have been a- 
ut. For, without the due con- 
lderation of theſe things, an aQti- 
on, 
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on, though materially good, may | 


be formally evil. 


This 1s to examine, but whom 
are we to examine? Not others 


but our ſelves; Let a man exa- 


mine himſelf. God Almighty ha- 
ving endued man with reaſon and 
conſideration , having made him 
ſenſible of his duty , and appre- 
henſive of thoſe hopes and tears, 
that advantage and danger,whuch 
uſually attend the performance or 
non-performance thereof ; leaveth 
him to behis own Judge, and re- 
mits him to his own Examination. 
So that if men will flatter and de- 
ceive themſelves in that whuch 15 
their greateſt concern, they may 
blame themſelves, and none but 
themſelves, if danger enſue there- 
upon. God would not have men 
either impertinently to meddle 
the concerns of others , or Carc- 
leſly to truſt others with what 


concerns themſelves; he yo 
V 
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have every one do his own duty 
and take care of his own concern- 
It may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, 
that every man either 15, or at 
kaſt ought to be beſt known to 
himſelf ; and that he will be moſt 
juſt to himſelf. And therefore 
God truſts man with himſelf, and 
St. Paul in this very caſe refers 
man to himſelf, ſaying, Let a 
man examine himſelf. But if after 
all this, Men will be unfaithful 
to themſelves, and deceive their 
own Souls, whom have they to 
blame but themſelves ? 

Thus have I ſhown you both 
the importance of the word, and 
the SubjeQts of the Duty ; what 
It 15 to Examine, and who they 


- | be, thatare to undergo that Di- 


[cipline. There only remaineth to 
conſider the end for which weare 
0 examine our ſelves, and that is, 
norder to amendment and refor- 
mtion, God would not have us 


to 
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to ravel into our by-palt lives, on 
purpole to take pleaſure in our 
former {ins 3 or from our impu. 
nity, to take encouragement to 
go on ſtill 1n the like iniquities; 
but he would have us to under- 
ſtand wherein we have formerly | 
tranſgreſſed our rule , and done | 
amiſs ; to corre& and amend it 
for the preſent , and to reſolve 


upon a more renewed courle of | 
living for the future. 


This in the general is,or ought | 
to be the delign of ſelf-examinati- 
on ; but to be more particular, 
and bring it nearer to our preſent | 
Caſe, ſhall endeavour to do thele 
five things. 

1. To ſhow you the reaſons- 
blenzſs of this advice, Let 4 mn 
&C. 


2. The neceſſity of the thing 


we are adviſed to, viz. Selt-exa- 


mination, 1n order to a due par 
ticipation of this holy Feaſt. 
* 2, What 


_——— 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 141 


——— 


;. What we are to examine 
our ſelves about. 

4. By what rules we are to 
proceed in examining our ſelves. 

5. For what end we ought to 
examine Our ſelves. 


1. The reaſonableneſs of tins 
advice, Let 4 man examine him- 


ſelf 


St. Pauls advice and counſel in 
this caſe will appear to be very 
reaſonable, if we conſider either 
the excellency of the Feaſt we are 
invited to, or the unworthineſs 
of the perſons who are invited. 

It is no common and uſual en- 
tertainment, but a great and ex- 
traordinary Feaſt that we are in- 
vited to ; Nor is it only a bare 
raſt, but a ſolemn Feaſt upon a 
Sacrifice ; and that Sacrifice no 
tier, than the offering up of the 
0 of God and our Saviour.(. hriſt 
our Paſſeover is {, acrificed for us, 


therefore 
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therefore let us keep the Feaſt, ſaith 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. 5.7. 

The Maſter of this Feaſt , or 
he who makes this great enter- 
tainment for us, 1s none other 
ſave only the holy Jeſus. It was 
he, who as a Prieſt offered him- 
ſelf as a Sacrifice unto God the 
Father ; who hath inſtituted this 
holy Feaſt in memorial of his 
Death and Paſhon ; and therein 
prepared for us not only common 
tood for the refreſhment and ſu- 
ſtentation of our decaying Bo- 
dies; but ſuch as may fuflce to 
nouriſh both our Bodies and Souls 
unto Eternal Life ; not only the 
food of Angels, but that whuch 
far ſurpaſſeth thoſe Quaails, and 
that Manna, wherewith the lfrac- 
lites were ſo miraculouſly fed for 
forty Years together in the Wit 
derneſs. The dainties which are 
now prepared, are not only Bread 


and Wine,but the Body and loo 
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NO 
of Chriſt Jeſus, the tendency 
' whereof is not only to preſerve 
life here, but to fit and prepare 
' , us for Eternal Life hereafter. So 
. thatif we conſider either the Ex- 
:  cellencyof this Feaſt, the dignity 
- of its Author, the greatneſs of his 
: | preparations, the goodneſs of the 
s things prepared, the greatneſs of 
s  itsends, or thoſe glorious advan- 
n  tages which may thence accrew 
n Uuntous; have we not great rea- 
1- 4 toproceed cautioully herein ? 
0 | totake the advice which St. Paul 
to gvethus, and examine our ſelves, 
ils | before we preſume to eat of this 
he | Bread, and drink of this Cup. 
<< | But if we conſider the unwor- 
nd | thineſs of the perſons who are in- 
| Vited to this great Feaſt, it will 
for , !ader the advice yet more rea- 
7il- | fonable. Who are they for whom 
ae | tie holy Jeſus prepares ſo great a 
ead | » and whom he invites to | 
od | 0 noble an Entertainment? Men f 


: | they 


DDDZAAw_ 


: & _ P F . 
. ” oe kan She. Fl Si. IX Bf. 
_ * _—- mp 4 ww nas _ 


- + a * py * 
Sw ea” x £ , 
g* ... < go< 3 . 


> 4 \ $ \ V . . 4 l : #1. 
Las ” ff _ - 48.4 . ; " ew - _ bow : 
D : 4 w ” . Y . wk : =L _ * = e - . 
I bones Go *e;* - _ __ ry ft Seth pens : "* . CE _ = 
© ——————_ Si» of , #1 
: IS — - ” 0 u 7 T” A 
| 9 RO gre - , a 68 th < 4 2 
—_—_ a »— bt q - 4. 4 l * a 
wa - 1, #7 IS 3% BITS {ike - »# , ——_ CENTS 
: oS 0,” a "= £ od - - # Py 
” 5 af = 4 * ws S oY _ , —_ - 


- — _- Px 

PSY IE in Lo haps ©. » ” 
G id 
7» Dge's 


£©<S <4 


III — CIr_0e LDR cg ey 0 
— ———— ar nyo rw 1 we 
f "+= 
. - 


x 
"I £4 n = 1% ÞE wy 
” 
- = : wa . _ 
* »” —————— . 


"mm 


144 A Dialogue between 


they are, but fallen men; Men in 
an eſtate of ſin, in a depraved and 
degenerate condition ; who, by 
their original pravity, have loſt 
their primitive purity ; and there. 
by uniitted themſelves for Com- 
munion with ſo holy a God. 
Whoſe Parents have been attain- 
ted of High- Treaſon againit Hea- 
ven , and have involved their 


Children in the ſame guilt. Who | 
have not only been ſold under fin, | 
but are become willing flaves | 


thereunto ; who are not only 
guilty by derivation, but more 
criminal by their own aCtual 
tranſgreſſions ; who are not only 
by nature the Children of wrath, 
but by their own perſonal crimes 
liable to eternal ruine ; who have 
not only ſinned,but repeated their 
fins againit Heaven ; and by thell 
iterared provocations have chat 
lenged the utmoſt of divine fur 


and indignation. Who have bee | 


forwal 
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| —ward enough to make Vows 
nd- | and Promiſes of better Obedience 
by unto God, and as ready upon all 
oft | occaſions to break thoſe Vows,and 
*Xe-  yiolate thoſe Engagements. Who 
"Mm. have been always willing to cloſe 
0d. | with opportunities of ſinning, but 
ain- | very unwilling to be reclaimed 
Jea- , therefrom. Theſe are they who 
zre invited to this holy Feaſt, but 
Who | tenot miſtaken, for, whilſt ſuch, 
r ſin, they have no encouragement to 
laves | come thereunto. And therefore 
only | $. Pa! giveth us good counſel, 
more when he faith, Let a man examine 
ual | himſelf”, and ſo let him eat of this 
- only | bread,and drink of this C zp. Whick 
rratl, | Examination, as I have already 
MES | told you, muſt be in order to a- 
) have | Mendment and reformation. So 
r | that if we ſeriouſly conſider, ei- 
ther our original pravity, or our 

ul iniquities, our repeated fins 
1e fury gunſt God, our manifold breach- 
ve be | 8 of Vows and Promiſes made 
or Wars | H unto 
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unto him, or our great unwilling. 
neſs to be reclaimed from our ſin- 
ful courſes; we mult needs own 
our {elves to be very unworthy 
Gueſts at God's Table ; and if fo, 
then we ſhall find great reaſon to 
be very cautious 1n our approach- 
es thereunto , and to think this 
advice very reaſonable , To exa- 
mine our ſelves before we eat of 
this Bread , and drink of this 
Cup. 

2. The neceſſity of the thing 
we are adviſed unto, viz. Selt- | 
Examination in order to a due 
participation of this holy Feaſt. 

. The neceſſity of Self-Examina- 
tion in order to this end, will ap- 

r to be very urgent, if not 11- 
diſpenſible , when we confider, 
That without a ſerious, diligent, 
and impartial tryal of our ſelvs, 
we can never fully underſtand 
wherein we have done amibs. 
And {o long as we are prepolle | 
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kd with an opinion of being in- 


4 nocent, we ſhall never endeavour 
—_— amend ; and if we do not that, 


{. come Gueſts at Gods Table ; and 
' if we be not fit Guelts there, we 
<h.  cnnot expect the advantages 
1. thereof. But if, notwithſtanding 
x2- Our unpreparednels, we will pre- 
t of | fume to come thercunto, then 
this may we look to meet with that 
dreadful Sentence pronounced a- 
hing eunſt him who wanted the Wed- 
celt. | ding Garment, which was, To be 
' due | fowad hand and foot, and to be caſt 
aſt. \ to outer darkneſs, where is weep- 
ninz- | iz «nd graſbing of teeth, Matth. 
Il ap | 2213. All which conſidered, 
ot in- | may tully evince the neceſſity of 
ſider, | X-Examination. 
1gent, But though the advice which 
ſelves, | % Paul giveth us, be in it ſelf ſo 
rſtand | Kalonable, and the thing he advi- 
amils. | a us to be ſo TT: yet 
poſſet- | Vill not the want thereof, excuſe 
| H 2 Our 
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ourdiſobedience to the command 
of Chriſt, or our non-attendance 
upon him at this holy Feaſt, It 
will rather condemn us, becauſe 
we refuſe to gratify him ina bu- 
ſineſs, which 1s not only reaſona- 
ble in it felt, but neceſſary for us. 
To make an Apology for our not 
communicating upon this ſcore, 
were to excule one fault, by com: 
mitting another. For, there can 
no other reaſon be aſſigned of our 
not doing our duty, but only our 
negligenceand unwillingneſs. Let 
not any therefore hence forward 
dare to ſay, they are not ready 
when Chrilt calls them ; but ra- 
ther let them before hand conſt 
der what it is that is required of 
them, and fo prepare themſelves 
that they may be always ready: 
Let them make it their buſinels 
to underſtand their duty and 00 
it, to ſearch every corner of ther 


hearts, and every Circumſtance ol 
their 
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their lives , and amend what 15 
Kiſs ; that ſo they may be al- 
ways ready. And to aſſiſt you 
herein, I ſhall now apply my ſelf 
to the next thing which I promi- 
ſed to ſhow you, v7z. 
3. What we are to examine 
ourſelves about ? 
| There are two things which 
we ought eſpecially to examine 
our ſelves about ; viz. Our by- 
paſt lives and converſations, and 
our preſent thoughts and reſolu- 
tions. As to the former of theſe, 
Let-us conſider under what obli- 
gations we ſtand unto Almighty 
God to live holily and righte- 
oully, bow far he hath obliged us 
y his mercies and goodnels, by 
his Promiſes and by . his Provi- 
Gnce,by Mercies conducing both 
unto Lite and Godlineſs here, and 
| fOlternal Life, and never-failing 
Happineſs hereafter. How far we 
, UC engaged by our own Vows 
Lend H 3 _and 
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and Promiſes, not only made,but 
frequently repeated in the pre 
{ence of God. and of his People, 
and by our conſtant and conti- 
nued profeſſion of Chrifttaniry, 
Let us confider what rules he 
hath given us to hve by, how e- 
quitable they are in themſelves, 
how praCticable as to us, and 
how eaſy and pleaſant he hath 
thereby rendered our way to 
Heaven and Happineſs. Let us 
call to mind how far we have 
violated thoſe obligations , and 
how often we have tranſgreſled 
thoſe rules; and {ſeriouſly exa- 
mine what progreſs we have 
made towards repentance and a- 
mendment. Thoſe who are lo 
conſiderative , as to make thele 
refletions upon the time paſt, 
will find cauſe ſufficient to be 
troubted for what they have 
done, and to reform their way of 
Living; by which only means, 

" they 
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may in fome meaſure capa- 
citate themſelves for- this holy 
Feaſt. 

But it is not only our by-paſt 
Lives and Converſations, but our 
preſent thoughts and reſolutions, 
we are to examine our ſelves a- 


; bout. We ought to conſider what 


thoughts we have of the ways of 


| God, and the ways of fin ; -to- 
| wards which the byaſs of our at- 
| kftjonsdoth moſt incline ; Whe- 


tier we can, not only be content, 


| but with chearfulneſs abandon 


the ways of ſin and wickedneſs, 
and with eagerneſs purſue the 
pnnciples of holineſs and true 


' Tphteouſneſs : Whether we be 


convinced in our Judgments of 


| tie unreaſonableneſs and folly of 


the one, and of the great reaſon- 
#kneſs and equity of the other ; 


| Udwhether theſe ſentiments, (if 
| Uyfuchbe found in us) be as yet 


med into reſolutions of better 
H 4 obedi- 
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obedience for the future. Theſe 
are the things which we are to 
examine our ſelves about, and 
that we may the better do it, 
Let us 1n the next place con- 
{der, | 
4. By what rules we are topro- 
ceed 1n this Self-Examination ? 
The rules by which we are to 
examine our ſelves are theſe two, 
viz, The word of God, and our 
own Conſciences. | 
The one will ſhew us our duty, 
and the other will either accule 
or excule us as to the perfor- 
mance of it.Let us therefore care- 
tully ſtudy the Book of God, and: 
make it our buſineſs to be ac- 
quainted with his Will made 
known unto us therein. Let us 
keep a good correſpondence with 
our own Conſciences, neither fi1- 
fling the genuine diQtates thereo!, 
nor ſuffering them to be ground- 
lefly clamorous upon us ; Let 
them. 
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& | them not ſtrain ata Gnat, whilſt. 
to they ſwallow a Camel; let them 
nd not ſtart and boggle at things in- 
it, | different, whilſt they greedily 
0n- embrace things unlawtul. A good 

underſtanding of the former will 
ro- help to inform the latter ; and 
- | theſe two thus qualified will be 
to the beſt rules to examine our. 
vo, | ſelves by. Let us therefore make 
ur | uſe of theſe rules, and for our 

further direQtion, let us in the laſt. 
ty, place conſider, 


ule | $5, For what end we ought to; 
OT- cxamine our ſelves? 
re- | The end of our Examination.. 


nd- , xT have already hinted to you in. 
the beginning of this Diſcourſe, 


de ought to be amendment. and re- 
Us | formation. In order whereunto 
- | kyeral things will be requiſite, as. 
U- i. A ſerious Meditation of 
1 God's goodneſs and our own un- 
1”9- Worthineſs. The former cf theſe: 
- Wilſhow us under what.obliga- 
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tions we are, ad the latter may 
{ſerve to humble us under the 
fenſe of our miſcarriages ; and 
both theſe together may contri- 
bure much to our amendment and 
Reformation. The kindneſs and 
love of God our Saviour toward 
us being duly conſidered, cannot 
chuſe but conſtrain us to live 
more holily and righteouſly ; and 
the conſideration of our own un- 
worthy and diſingenious dealing 
muſt needs make us aſhamed of 
what we have done, and willing 
to do better. Let us therefore 
often think of theſe rhings, and 
endeavour to awaken thoſe ſent 
ments of duty and gratitude, ho- 
nour and honeſty , intereſt and 
advantage, to perfwade us to 4 
good improvement of this Medt- 
ration. | 

2. Repentance for ſins paſt, 
Reformation of life at preſent, and 


z krm refolution of better obedt- 
ence 
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ay | —ce for the fucure. In vain ſhall 
the | we examine our ſelves , if after 
nd we have found what is amiſs in 
tri- | us, we do not repent of it; and 
nd tolittle purpoſe will that repen- 
ind ance be, if we do not reform and 
ard | amend it ; and as little worth 
not | will that reformation be at pre- 
ive  fent, if we do not reſolve, and 
ind | rerform our reſolutions too , by 
un- | lving more holily and righte- 
ing | ouſly for the time to come. For 
| of | this end therefore ought we to 
ing | examine our ſelves. 
ore 3- Prayer to God will atfo be 
wghly neceſſary in this Caſe. No 
1th | Chnſtian Duty canbe ſucceſsfully 
ho- arriedon withoutGods bleſſing, 
ind , Und the divine aſſiſtance; and 
> 2 | Wddoth not ordinarily vouch- 
| Te that to any but thoſe who 
Athfully and fervently pray for 
alt, | & If therefore we expe any 
and | 0d Iffue of our Self-Examina- 
d- Wn, we muſt thereunto add 
Prayer. 
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Rrayer. When we have thereby | 
diſcovered. our fins ,, we myſt © 
pray unto God for the mortifica. 
Fo tion and forgiveneſs of them. 
bob When we. addreſs our ſelves to 

C God's Table, we muſt pray unto 
him to. compoſe: and ſettle. our 
thoughts, and to bleſs and-dire& 
us.1n What we go about. And 
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{5 that our Prayers may be the more. | 
M02 eficCtual, we. muſt add our hearty 
18! ! endeavours for. the accompliſhing, 
| Wy of. what. we. pray-for.. Without. 
vo thus doing we cannot hope for. | 
* $3 
i941 any good effect. of our Examina-- | 
| wh} k; t10n. . | 
Ay 4. Watchfulneſs will be very | 
Ach neceſſary... We. muſt watch over. 
th bl our ſelves, over,our thoughts, 0- 
04 | ver our. words, and over our aCt- 
Need ans,, that nothing therein be dil 
Let: | pleaſing unto God... We mult 
EE 1 watch. againſt our Enemies, ths 
$Hag ? © Re . 
it 46 World, the Fl:ſh and the Devil, 
Sts i that. they. do. not. withdraw 45 
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fom our duty, and. perſwade us 
unto folly. Without this, our Exa- 
mination will be.to little. purpoſe, 
znd our reformation and amend- 
ment will go but flowly on. 

. Fear and reverence, or an. 
awful regard of. that Deity, with. 
whom, and upon whom. we are 
invited to. feaſt, will alfo be very 
neceſſary. For, it the Examina- 
tion of. our ſelves, and the conſi-- 
dration of what we go about, do. 
not produce 1n us reverential ap- 
prehenſions of the divine pre- 
ſence. ;, 1f it do not make us more. 
careful in what manner we make. 
gur approaches thereinto ; and 
bow we behave. our. ſelves. whilſt: 
there ; if it-do not create in us a. 
kar to diſpleaſe, or offend him, 
with whom we are to feaſt ; if it. 

not make us very cautious of 
provoking that Deity, whom we. 
pretend to worſhip and adore in 

holy aQtion : It is an evident 
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ſign, that our pretended Examj. 
nation hath no tendency towards 
atnendment and reformation. 

6. Thankfulneſs for ſo great a 
mercy as is now offered us, will 
alſo be highly neceſſary. Can we 
conſider what God our Saviour 
hath done and ſuffered for us, and 
t: what advantages he doth daily 
HE offer to us, without being deeply 
hl ſenſible, and truly thankful ? If 
we.can, it will be a {ad ſymptom 
of the deplorableneſs of our pre- 
ſent eſtate and condition, and give 
bur little hopes of our amend- 
ment and reformation. | 
fs 7. Faith and confidence in God | 
(3.7 L through Jeſus Chriſt , that our 
LREl endeavours herein will be ſuccels- 
ful. This alſo will be highly ne- | 
ceſſary. For, doubting deſtroys 
all the comfort, which we might 
reaſonably hope for,from the per- 
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En 
ve ought to proſecute our endea- 
cours. Let us therefore lay aſide 
this, and draw near unto God 
vith full aſſurance of Faith. Let 
ys bclicye that he not only 1s, but 
that he 1s a Rewarder of all thoſe 
that faithfully ſeek him. Having 
tuly performed thoſe duties that 
we required on our parts, let us 
not doubt , but believe, that he 
will accept of our fo doing, and 
bleſs us therein. 

Thus have I endeavoured to 
make good the firſt part of my 
tromife, by ſhewing you, whar 
6 required of all thoſe who come 
t the Lord's Supper, viz. Self- 
kamination; as alſo by ſhewing 
jou the reaſonableneſs and nece\- 


| ity ofour ſodoing ; what we are 
; D txamine our ſelves about, by 


' 


Vat rules we are to proceed, and 
What end we ought to ex2- 
ak our felves. And whoſoever 
& that doth ſerioully, ſet on 
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ſelf ro the performance of this 
duty, and in fo doing doth care. 
fully obſerve theſe rules, may 
with confidence approach , and 
reaſonably hope to be a wellcome 
Gueſt at God's Table. 
Pariſhioner. Sir, You have very 
well acquitted your elf in this 
firſt part of your Fromiſe ; Iam 
mightily pleaſed ,. and wonder- 
fully well ſatisfied with thole di- 
rections which you have given 
me, and am reſolved, by God's 
bleffing, with care and Conſc- 
ence to obſerve them. I know, I 
cannot do it {ſo well as I ſhould, 
but I will do it as well as I can; 
and I hope God will accept my 
willing: mind , and pardon my 
weaknefles and infirmities. _ 
But, Sir, You did alſo promile 
to dire&t me how. to demean. and 
behave my ſelf when I am at. tus 
holy Feaſt, ſo that-I may not dif 
pleaſe and offend my bleſſed Sav- 
Our, 


a 
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zur, who hath been, and ſtill is 
| kind to me. | 

Paſtor. It is very true , I did 
promiſe you that allo, and I hope, 
| ſhall not fail you therein, be- 
auſe I intend to take two uner- 
ring Guides along with me, v:z. 
The bleſſed Jeſus , and his holy 
Apoſtle St. Pau/; The former of 
which, not only commandeth us 
to do this, but to do it in remem- 
brance of him, Lak. 22. 19. and 
the latter tells. us, that in the do- 
ug of it , there ought to be a 
Diſcerning of the Lord's Body, 1. 

II. 20. + | 

1. When we come to this holy 


| Feaſt, we ought to call to mind 


U that the bleſſed Jeſus hath done 


. Uduffered for us. He who com- 
| Tandeth us to-do this, command- 


| Mallo to do it iz remembrance of 
- biy, 


This holy Feaſt was never in- 


_ * tended by the bleſſed Author and 


Inſtituter 


——— 


| " 
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Inſtituter of it,to be an Expiatory 
or propitiatory Sacrifice ; nor as 
the Papiſts call it, an unbloody of. 
tering forthe fins both ofthequick | 
and dead; nor for a {cenical and 
hiftrionical repreſentation of the 
Death of Chriſt. But it was de- 
figned to be an Euchariſtical $a '_ 
crifice, or a Sacramental ation, 
whereby Chriſtians are to com 
memorate that bloody Sacrifice, 
whuch Jeſus Chriſt offered upon 
the Crols for the ſins of Mankind. | 
And therefore St. Paul, reciting | 
the words of Inſtitution, apply- | 
eth them to this holy aQion, fay- | 
ing, This do ye in remembrance of | 
ze, 1 Cor. x1. 24,25. And that | 
he might be the better under- | 
ſtood, he explaineth himſelf 12 | 
the followinz words, faying, & | 
often as ye eat this bread, and arine | 
this Cup , ye ſhew forth, (Or ſoeo | 
| Je forth) the Lord's death , il he | 
| come, V. 26. 

{1 Now 
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| Fople in this holy Feaſt ; this 
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Now the word xamuyyernay 
ghich is here uſed, and rendered 


| toſhew forth, doth not ſignify 


wexprels one thing by the like- 
x$0f another, nor to repreſent 
tby hiſtrionical geſtures, but to 

h and declare the thing as it 


'K 4.e, by celebrating this holy 
' Faſt, to keep up the memorial 
| thereof, and thereby declare,what 
' ideep ſenſe we have of all that 


or blefled Saviour hath done and 


; liffered for us. | 
| - Whence by the way, I may 


(te unto you the vanity of that 
fopiſh Figment of Tranſubſtantia- 
tr, For, if the blefſed Jelus had 
&ligned to have been always re- 
ly and bodily preſent with his 


Ommand of his would have been 


. fry inſignificant ; for, Remem- 


innce doth not reſpe& things 
ure, or things preſent , but 

S paſt. | 
But 
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But to return to our buſineſ;, 


To do this in remembrance of 


him, and in fo doing, To ſhew 


forth the Lord's Death , ſeem to 


be expreſſions exegetical ar explz- 
natory of one another. And there- 
fore 1t may not be amils to en- 
quire into the ſenſe and meaning 
of both, that we may the better 


= B5-=m \ ..\ 


underſtand how to behave our 


{elves at this holy Feaſt. To that 


purpoſe I {hall take them 1n or- 
der, and ſhow you, 


LR on oye = TT . 


1. What it is, Todo this in | 


remembrance of him ? 


2. What it is, To ſhew forth 
the Lord's Death ? 


1. What it is, To do this 1n 
remembrance of him ? 

Aaſ. An idle and unconcerned 
remembrance of the {ſufferings 
and death of Chriſt ; ſuch as men 
ſometimes have, when they 


to mind things paſt which are of 


no 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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po great Concern tO them, 15-not 


the thing; here intended : - No, it 


moſt be ' an effeCtual remem- 


| kance; 2. e. Such an one as may 


fir up our minds to apprehend 
nd apply Chriſt with all-his be- 
xhts to our ſelves; ſo to re- 


| nember the Sacrifice and Death 
of Chriſt, that we may thence 


rap Comfort, Joy, Peace of Con- 
ſaence, increaſe of Faith and Cha- 
nty,and an aſſured hope of future 
ike and felicity on that account : 


' $to remember the love that he 


| athſhown unto us therein, as to 
| xalways thankful to him for it. 
| Bit to be more particular, 

| 1. When we come to God's 
| Table, and there ſee the two Ele- 
| ants of Bread and Wine, ready 


rned | Fepared to be delivered to, and 
rings | Kaved by us ; we ought to call 
men | ©mindthat Jeſus Chrilt is a per- 
7 Call | kf Saviour, and that his Body 
re of | ul Blood, which are reprelen- 


00 1 


ted 


_ 


Life ia, 


4 —_—_ © < —__ = 
————_— — —— - 
LIT = TT - 


\ Dy et forge fs 


l - - ” <7” , 
” 4. i: ” n 
CE _—_ _  *- 4 ug 
M22 4 << "7 RT 4 
© b-4 ” - To 
RE So ee EDT es 
hn 


- 
WA FSI 


—_— 


: 
= vs nd 


166 A Dialogue between © | 


ted-thereby , are the true Bread 
and Water of Life. to all that he- 
lieve in him, and worthily receive 
that holy Sacrament. 
2. When we ſee the Bread and 
Wane fet a-part by the Miniſter, 


and by him Conlſecrated to that | ' 


holy purpoſe, by repeating the | 
Promiſes and Prayers made for | | 
that end ; we ought to remem- 
ber that Jeſus Chriſt was allo or- 
dained of God, appornted and {et | 
a-patt by him to be our Medu- 
tor and Redeemer : to make in- | 
terceſſion for us at the Throne 
of Grace, and redeem us from all 
our fins. 

3. When we ſee the Bread bro- 
ken, and the Wine poured out, it 
ſhould put us in mind how the 
Body of Chriſt was broken, and 
his Blood ſhed for us, how he 
was Crucified and {lain ; and all 
this for our ſins : and that if he 
had not thus once died for us, - 

mu 


__———-' 
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ad | muſt have died ever, 2.e. we muſt 
be- | aye undergone an ever, yet ne- 
ive  rer dying Death. | 

| 4 The Sacramental ations of 
and | giving and receiving the Ele- 
ter, ments, ſhould put us in mind, 
hat | That God doth truly and really 
the | give Chriſt, with all his merits, 
for | and all the efficacy of them , to 
em | ary worthy Receiver 1n this Sa- 
 or- | crament. 
| ſet | 5, The conſideration of theſe 
dia- |. two laft Meditations ſhould put 


; in- | upon renewing our Faith and 
ron | Repentance. For, 
nall | xi, When we remember that 


bs Body was broken and his 

br0- | Blood ſhed for us, it ſhould ſtir 
t, ft | Win us a godly ſorrow, and un- 
' the | kipned repentance for our ſins, 
and | vhich haye been the cauſes of ſo 

y lic | geat ſufferings to our blefſed Sa- 
d all | tour, 2. When the Miniſter 
if KC | Seth the Bread and Wine, and 


S, " ' Rrettive them ; we ſhould at 
m-.7 the 
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the ſame time lift up our hearts 
to Heaven in a deep ſenſe ofGod's 
Foodneſs, and our own unwor- 
thineſs, and endeavour to appre- 
hend and apply Chrift with all 
his benetits to our ſelves ; belic- 
ving-that he was made man for 
us, and that he {uftered and died, 
not far the remiſſion of fins in 
general , but-of our fins in partt- 

cular. | 
6. The conſideration of the 
dying Love of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
repreſented to us 1n this holy 5a- 
crament, ought to put us in mind 
how neceflary a charitable fraine 
and temper of mind is this Feat. 
It Chrift have ſo loved us, then 
certainly we ought to love him ; 
and if we would do this well, 
let us take his own directions, 
who faith, If ye love me, keep my 
Commandments, John 14-15. And 
if God ſo loved us, we ought alſo t0 
love one another , 1 John 4- 11- 
Love 


Y 


' 


— 


' 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 1 69 


004 AO Y PT 
Love to the Brethren 1s not only 
qur duty , but our greateſt inte- 
relt, For, thereby know we that we 
hve paſſed from death to life, be- 

we love the brethren, 1 John 
1.14 The remembrance there- 
fore of the dying love of the bleſ- 
kd Jeſus, ought to ſtir up in us 


' ttthis time, a love to God, and 


the Brethren. 

17. The conſideration of the 
whole ſhould create in us an hum- 
de and thankful frame and tem- 
jr of mind. It ſhould put us up- 
n offering the Sacrifice of Praiſe 

| ad Thankſgiving unto God, not 
' ly in word, but in every ation 
« our life, for Chriſt and all his 
&nefits ; and to teſtify the reality 
i that gratitude , by renewed 
v% of. Faith, Repentance and 
ence all our days. "Thus 

We. to receive this Sacra- 

Ut in remembrance of Chriſt. 
| * What it is to ſhew forth 

I the 
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the Lord's Death till he come ? 

Azſ. An Hiſtorical Narrative 
of the Sufferings and Death of 
Jeſus Chriſt; to be able to tell 
that he died at Jeruſalem, in the 
Eighteenth Year of Tiberims the 
Emperour ; Pontius Pilate being 
the Roman Deputy in Judea, and 
Joſephus Caiphas the High Prieſt 
that ſame year ; This is not to 
ſhew forth the Lord's Death in 
the Apoſtles ſenſe. But ſuch a {e- 
rious Meditation thereof as may 
inhanſe our hatred of ſin, our love 

. to God, and our thankfulnels to 
Jeſus Chriſt ; if it be conſtant and * 
continued , will beſt declare our 
{ſenſe of our Saviour's Sufterings, 
and ſhew forth his Death till he 
come. 

1. When therefore we are af 
God's Table , and there ſee all 
things prepared for us ; when We 
conſider, that Chriſt our Paſsover 


was ſacrificed for us, and that Ji | 
ar 
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- re now invited to a Feaſt upon 
- thatSacrifice : We cannot but re- 


f fx upon the juſt anger and 1n- 
ll  dignation of God againft ſin. We 
fe cannot but obſerve, that ſuch was 
ie the ſeverity of Divine Juſtice, and 
9 the heinouſneſs of fin, that no re- 
nd |! qnciliation could be made be- 
et | teen God and Sinners, till the 
to qpumſhmentdue tofin was ſuffered. 
n dy highly was God incenſed, ſo 
e- gatwas his wrath juſtly concei- 
nay wdagainſt fin ; that he was not 
ove whe pacified by any thing, but 
S tO ly the deprecation, and Death 
and ; his own Son. Theſe ought 
; Or | tbe our thoughts, eſpecially ar 
0g5- Us time ; and if thus we em- 
11 V© wy our ſelves when we are at 
ls holy Feaſt, and in purſuance 
re 3 theſe thoughts do for the time 
_ come loath and abhor, hate 
en V® Wayoid all manner of fin; then 
{50VeT ad th 


at © hh 


creby ſhall we truly ſhew 


re the LordsDeath till he come. 
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2. When we are at God's Ta- 
ble, and there fſce the dainties 
provided for us; that there is not 
only food for our bodies, but for 
our Souls alſo ; not only ſuch as 
may ſuſtain our frail Bodies, or 
ſupport and maintain the union 
between our Souls and Bodies 
here ; but ſuch as will nouriſh 
us up in grace here, and fit us for 
Glory hereafter. When we con- 
fider, that ſuch was the love of 
God to Mankind, that he gave his | 
only begotten ſon , that whoſoever | 
believed on him ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life, John 3 ; 
16. have we not the greateſt Spe | 
cimen of God's mercy and good: | 
neſs towards us, that we can de- | 
fire? and 1s not this love writ 1 | 
Chara&ters ſo legible in this holy | 
Sacrament, that he that ruanetl | 
may read them ? and if fo, wit: 
cauſe have we with grateful 2c 


knowledgments to own and © 
Clare 
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3- Care the goodneſs and mercy of 
es | God, to praiſe and thank him for 
ot it, to love him again, and:to te- 
for fhfy that our love, by keeping 
a5 his Commandments. Which it 
or mwedo, and perſevere in {o doing, 
100 then ſhall we truly declare and 
lies , ſhew forth: the Lora's Death mull 
iſh | he come. 
for | 3. When weareat God's Ta- 
:00n- ble, and there, under thoſe ſym- 
cot | bolical Elements of Bread and 
ehis | Wine, can clearly diſcover the 
ever | Body and Blood of Chriſt really, 
7iſÞ, | though not corporally offered to 
N.3- . ts; how lively is the dying love 
Spe- | of our bleſſed Saviour therein re- 
00d | preſented to us? May we not 
n de- | therein plainly read thoſe dread- 
| ul pangs, thoſe dying groans, 
| Ud thoſe unſpeakable ſufferings, 
anet! | which the bleſſed Jeſus did wil- 
ly undergo for our ſakes ? 
ought we not with all poſſi- 
| Xt Expreſſions of love and grati- 
Clan T 3 tude 
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tude to commemorate tius his 
kindneſs ? 'Fhis is all (. e. this 
with the dependencies thereupon) 
that he requireth of us, for all 
that he hath done and ſuffered for 
us, vzz. to celebrate this Feaſt in 
remembrance of him, which if we 
rightly do, and continue fo doing, { 
then do we truly declare, or ſhew * 
forth the Lord'sDeath till he come. 

. For, this Meditation cannot fail 
of filling our hearts with grate- 
tul ſentiments of our Saviours- 
Love; and thoſe ſentiments wall 
cettainly imploy our tongues 18 
thankful acknowledgments, and | 
engage our whole lives in dutiful | 
returns unto him for it. 

Thus have I ſhown you in the 
firft place how you ought to de- 
mean and behave your ſelf, when 
you are at God's 'Table, v/z. you 
ought to do this in remembrance 
of Jeſus Chriſt. But there 15 
one thing more. yet required of 
YOU, Viz. 2, ID 
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2, In the doing of this, there 
ought to be a Dilcerning of the 
Lord's Body. 

This expreſſhon hath been 
mightily ſtrain'd by fome, whe 
have racked their inveations to 
find out ſuch notions of it, as, I 
am apt to believe, were never 1n- 


| tended by St. Paul ; but I ſhall 


not now either. trouble my ſelf or 
you with the Examination of 
tiem, My deſign is only to 1n- 


. | ſtryft you plainly, and make 
| things-as intelligible to you as I 


an. In order whereunto, all that 


| 1 ſhall do at preſent, ſhall be on- 
_ | tyto acquaint you with the full 
| Importance of the word D:ſcera- 


ing, and by that means to ſhow 


| Jou the true and genuine ſenſe of 


tie Apoſtle in this expreſſion. 
The word (Atzi eavwr ) here u- 
kd and rendred Diſcerning, im- 


{ ports only a diſcretional aQ, 
: Viereby we do exempt ſome one 
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thing from the common order of 
others, and ſet a more honoura- 
ble value and eſteem upon it. This 
{ſenſe of the word is warranted 
by the uſage of 1t 1n other places. 
St. Jade, v. 22. advileth us to 
have compaſſon of ſome, making 
a difference, (Yaxexvopy.or) 7. e. 
between ſuch Sinners as are treat- 
able, and willing to be inſtruQed, 
and f{uch as are intraCtable, ob- 
ſtinate and diſobedient. And St. 
Paul putteth the queſiton, ſaying, 
1 Cor. 4.7. Who hath made thee 
to differ ? (ms Saxejiva ;) 7. e. who 
hath ſeparated thee from the reſt 
of Mankind , and placed thee in 
an higher Form than them? from 
both which places, the impor- 
tance of rhe word is very plain, 
that it implies only a diſcretional 
att, whereby one thing is diſtin- 
guithed from another, and more 
honour and reſpeCtt paid thereun- 
to, than to the other. - 
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| 

| "To diſcern the Lord's Body 

| therefore (in St. Pauls ſenſe) is, 
ts look upon the ſacred Elements 
of Bread and Wine 1a this holy 

Feaſt, as the moſt precious ſym- 

tols of the Body and Blood of 

Chriſt, to put a difference be- 
| tween them, and all other com- 
' mon meats and drinks, to uſe 
| them with a reig1ious reverence, 
| and not to approach this holy Ta- 
| ble without a- lively Faith in 

Chriſt Jeſus, a ſerious and un- 
kigned repentance of all our ſins, 
| 2 ſtedfaſt purpoſe of leading a 
| new life, and being in Charity 
with all men. 

This I take to be St. Pauls 
meaning in this expreiion, and 
if you thus diſcera the Lord's Bo- 
dy, you will certainly find the 
bleſſed effeQt of it, in the ſpiritual 
| wuriſhment of your Soul unts 
| kternal Life. 

and thus have I p2rfo;med the 
I -£ ſecond. 
| 
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ſecond part- of my Promiſe to 
you, by ſhowing you, how you 
ought to demeanand behave your 
{elf at God's Table. 

Pariſhiozer. Sir, You have in- 
finitely obliged me by the pains 

u: have taken to furniſh me 
with ſuch good rules and direRi- 
ons, I pray God to give me grace 
to obſerve and follow them. I 
ſhall (God willing) do my en- 
deavour, and I beg your. Prayers 
tor. my aſſiſtance. But there is 
one thing more yet, which you 
were pleaſed to promiſe me, vx. 
{ome Direftions how to behave 
my ſelf after I have received this 


Holy Sacrament. And theſe allo 


1; would: williagly take along 
with me when i go from hence. 
Paſtor. I confeſs I am your 
Debter by Promiſe as to this allo, 
and ſhall endeavour to diſcharge 
my. ſelf of that Debt, by giving 
you ſome. ſhort and plain - 
10. 
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how to carry your lelt a'ter- 
wards. 

i. When you go away from 
this holy Sacrament , You ought 
to carry along with you a deep 
ſenſe of thoſe great obligations 
which God Almighty. hath laid 
upon you therein. You ougit to 


retire not only into your Cloſet, 


| or ſome private place , but into 


your ſelfz and there meditate of 
the great mercy and goodnels of 
God the Father , in jending his 
50n to be your Mediator and Re- 
deemer; and of the great conde- 
ſeenſion, and infinite kindneſs of 
God the Son, 1n taking upon vaak 
four nature, and {ſubmitting him- 
{af to Death , even the Dzath of 
the Croſs for your iins. You: 
Qght often to think of that great 
honour you have received, in be- 
ng admitted not only to fealt 
with God and Chriſt, but to feait 
upon Chriſt 3 the TIUC. Chr 1itian 

S:3cr1tice. - 


mm 
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Sacrifice. In a word, you ought 
by ſerious thoughts and medita- 
tions of what you have been a- 
bout,to imprint upon your minds 
a due ſenſe of God's goodneſs, and 
thereby take a proſpett of all that 
happineſs , which you either do 
enjoy, or may obtain , by com- 
plying with, and being obedient 
to the command of the bleſſed Je- 
fus in this particular. 

2. Having thus imprinted thele 
things upon your mind, you mult 
endeavour thereby to work it 1n- 
to an humble and grateful frame. 
When you reflect upon your for- 
mer fins and preſent unwortli- 
neſs, you will find cauſe {ufticient 
to be humbled for them ; and 
when you conſider God's great- 
neſs in himſelf, and his gcodvels 
towards you, you will find good 
reaſon to be thankful for the ia- 
yours you have, and daily do-re- 
ceive from him. Let it be your 

Care 


———— 


. 


paſtor and Pariſhioner. 1Y1 


are therefore always to cheriſh 
le ſentiments of divine goodneſs 
nyour mind , that ſo you may 
t ready upon all occaſions to 
miſe and glorify his great and 


wly name for it. Can you re- 


| nzmber how kindly you have 


f 


| 


| the 


keen invited, how courteouſly re- 
wzived , how nobly and iriendly 
atertained by the bleſſed Jeſus, 
ad yet be unthankful ? I cannot 
xlieve that any one who pre- 
tends to Chriſtianity , can fo far 
forfeit his Religion and reaſon 
to, can be ſo much loſt to all 
tie ſentiments of piety and hu- 
manity at once , as to be guilty 
d ſogroſs ingratitude. Unthank- 
fulneſs in Divinity is an odious 
ame; and Ingratitude in Mora- 
ity is no better. So much was #t 
dhorred even by the Heathens, 
tat it became a Proverb among 
m, Call a man ingrateful, and 
| have {aid the worſt you on 
® 
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of him. Be not you therefore 
guilty of that againit God, which 
the Heathen looked upon as {6 
great a reproach among them. 
ſelves; Conlider that heavy 
charge which God draws up a- 
gainit Iſrael; Ha. 1. 2, 3. Hear, 
O Heavens, and hearken, O Earth, 
faith the Lord, for, T have nouriſy- 
el and brought up (Children , but 
they have rebelled againſt me. The 
Ox knoveth his owner, and the Aſs 
bis Maſter's Crib; but Iſracl doth 
ot know me , my people , doth not 
conſider. It the conſideration of 
God's fo deep reſentment of this 
crime in Its own people, teach 
you and me to beware of it. Let 
us recollet&t our ſelves , and call 
to mind all thoſe incomparable 
favours and benefits which God 
from time to time hath beſtowed 
upon us, and tize advantages Oi 
this holy Feait in particular ; that 
lo our minds may be always yh 
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ore to make 1 grateful acknowledg- 
ich | ments thereof. 
{6 | 3- When by thele or the like 


Meditations , you have wrought 
| your mind into ſuch an humble 
2- | nd thankful frame; Your next 
ar, | work will be, to evidence the 
| truth and reality ot that temper, 

ſo- | by ations ſutable thereunto. Me 
do wot expect to find grapes on thorns, 

'h: | wr figs on thiſiles. For, as a good 
1ſs | tee cannot bring forth cvil fruit, 
oth ſo neither car a corrupt tree bring 
wot | forth good fruit, ſaith our bleſſed. 
ot | Sviour , Marth. 7. 16, 17, 18. 
his | And thence he concludeth, There- 
ch | fare by their fruits ye ſhall know 
& | them, v. 20. The beſt (evidence 
all | therefore of a worthy Commu- 
le | acant, is to be taken from his 
dd | way of living afterwards. If he 
| Make. Conicience of what he 
of | Gth, if he make it his great 
at GW and buſineſs to live holily 
i” |, Waids God, and righteoully 
* 1 towards 
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the obligations which have been 
jaid upon him at this holy Feaſt, 
he return with the Dog to his 
Vomit, and the Sow that was 
waſhed to his wallowing 1n the 
Mire; if he {till adhere to his 
old ſins, and take pleaſure 1n his 
former wickedneſs, it is an evi- 
dence that: he {till remaineth in 
the gall of bitterneſs, and that 
without a timely repentance and 
reformation, his portion will be 
with Hypocrites in Everlaſting 
Burnings. It: is good counſel 
which St. Paul giveth us, (9. 
2. 6. As ye have received Chriſt | 
"Feſus the Lord, ſo walk ye in him. |} 
Thereby intimating , that our _ 
returns ought to be ſutable to |. 
tavours and benefits which we _ 
have received. The holy and 

righteous God loveth holinels 
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od | nd righteouſneſs in his people, 
- | adexpeas it from them. 
ng | When by our Baptiſm we 
| were at firſt admitted into Chri- 
it, | fanity , we entered into Cove- 
NS | rant with God ; That we would 
'as | eoounce the Devil and all his 
& : Works, the Pomps and Vanities 
US | of this wicked World , and all 
u | the ſinful deſires of the fleſh; that 
'l- ! we would belicve all the Articles 
in | ofthe Chriſtian Faith : And that 
at | wewould keep God's holy Will 
nd Commandments , and walk 
inthe ſame all the days of our 
' '\|ir. Now our continued profeſ- 
' hon of that Faith , into which 
ve were baptized, is indeed a 
f aily repetition of that Promile ; 
but as often.as we receive this ho- 
t Sacrament, and feaſt with 
bod upon this holy Sacrifice, we 
4 emnly renew ourCovenant, and 
thereby engage our ſelves to 
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To ſum upall in a word there- 
fore, If you would know what 
is expected from you, after you 
have been admitted a Gueſt at 
God's Table ; It is briefly this, 
You muſt make it your great 
concern , with all care and Con- 
icience, to perform your Baptif. 
mal Vow and Covenant in all 
the parts and branches thereof ; 
z. e. You mult take care to ſpend 
the remainder of your lives in 
living holily towards God, and 
righteouſly towards all men. 

And thus have I endeavoured 
to perform the third and laſt part 
of my Promiſe, by acquainting 
you , what it is that will be ex- 
pected from you, after you have 
had the honour to be admitted a 
Guelt at God's Table, and to bear 
your part in the Celebration ol 
this holy Feaſt. 

Pariſhioner. Sir, You have, t0 
my great ſatisfaction, fully per- 

formed 
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formed all that you promiſed ; 
And now it 15 my part not only 
| remember, but carefully to ob- 
 krve, and confcientioully follow 
| thoſe gocd rules and inſtruftions 
which you have given me. And 
that, from this time forward, I 
| vill endeavour , by Gods aſfiſt- 
| 2nce, to do. TI beg your Pardon 
for the trouble I have given you, 
| and heartily thank you for the 
| pains you have taken with me. 
| I hope you will excuſe the one, 
; nd I will endeavour to improve: 
| the other. to thoſe good ends and 
' purpoſes which you deſign'd it. 
| And that T may the ſooner ſet 
| dour that work, T will at pre- 
knt take my lieve of you. 
| Paſtor. God Þ*w?y*,g00dNeigh- 
 Wur, Go and do as you have 
| kid, and the Lord give a bleſſhng 
| Ucreunto. Be not you wanting 
 V your ſelf in your endeavours, 
; ud God Almighty will never be 
| wanting 


| 
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wanting to you in his aſſiſtance. | 
But that you may carry on this be 


work the more comfortably, be 
frequent in your Prayers to God 
for his bleſſing and direttion ; 


and reſt aflured, my Prayers ſhall 2 
not be wanting at the Throne of | 
Grace, that you may be ſucceſs. 10 
ful therein. i; 
| C 
5 | 1 
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wobs Printed and Sold by Lake 
\ Meredith, at the King's Head 
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ind Ceſare: "The ſecond, An Ar- 
[ver to Mr Serjeaxt”s Sure-footing. 
To which are annexed Three Ser- 
mens Preached upon ſeveral Oc- 


| ahons, and very uſeful for theſe 


Times. By the late Learned and 
Reverend William Falkner, D. D. 


Rhetorice Libri Duo : Quorune 
Prior de Tropis & Figuris, Poſte- 


| rar de Voce & Geſtu praciptt. In 


worm Scholarum poſtremo recognitt, 
#fnitiſq; penc menadis expurgatr. 
#ore Carolo Butlero, Magd. 4r- 


Van: Magiſtro. 


